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The drinking patterns of today’s college students are NOT that same as those of previous student generations.  As a campus we are witness to ways high risk drinking affects the health and safety of students, impacts their academic goals and creates frustration and anger among surrounding communities.  
 We work hard to support and engage our young adult students in ways that will facilitate their future success.   We count on students to make academic and social decisions to attain success.  Yet, when student choices, particularly surrounding the use of alcohol, involve high-risk behaviors, the ability to reach goals can be and often, is affected.  
For this reason, The University’s alcohol and drug programming has emphasized a strong and consistent message revolving around three key precepts: 
· The University will not condone underage drinking & irresponsible behavior 
· Students must be responsible for their own choices, recognizing certain choices may bear negative consequences. 
· When friends make risky choices, be a responsible friend.
	For nearly 20 years, the University has recognized student risks when using alcohol & drugs and has been committed in its efforts to reduce those risks.  It has adopted a comprehensive, highly collaborative campus-wide multi-pronged,  programmatic approach based on the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention Framework: 
· Disseminate information to raise awareness
· Educate to broaden knowledge and enhance skills to promote healthy behaviors
· Identify & refer students to intervention
· Increase community involvement on and off campus, to decrease health and safety issues related to  in substance use as well as 
· Curb student access to illegal substances, including alcohol for those under the age of 21.



The campus community is actively engaged in the effort to promote student safety & success.  Some of the strategies used to raise campus awareness and address student’s alcohol/drug behaviors include but are not limited to:   

· Strengthening collaborations across campus units, identifying common goals to support students & coordinating programming efforts when possible; 
· Engaging student leaders via training and active dialogues to examine their role at influencing peer expectations and choices surrounding academic life;
· Involving faculty by raising awareness, disseminating information about trends in use and encouraging faculty to integrate issues in class discussions and student assignments;  
· Emphasizing peer education as critical in educational programs that seek to help students, particularly first-year freshmen, examine their academic and social choices; 
· Being active in the community to demonstrate support for neighbors who are affected by student drinking, joining coalitions to decrease access to and availability of alcohol to underage drinkers and entering into discussions with alcohol retailers and bar owners to promote student safety;
· Enforcing sanctions for violations of alcohol/drug policies, on and off-campus & collaborating with law enforcement to decrease alcohol-related issues in the community.  
Is it making a difference?  
We believe so.  More students are aware of ATOD policies & programs.  Trends in use appear to be dropping. 
When we control for campus growth, we see a 5% drop in alcohol violations overtime.
Students seem to be responding to the messages.


Our long-term goal is to change campus drinking culture.   
More immediate goals focus on student safety and promoting student success.  


Student Perception & Opinions
Believe campus is concerned about alcohol/drug prevention	2000.0	2002.0	2004.0	2006.0	2008.0	2010.0	0.66	0.58	0.65	0.66	0.71	0.75	Said campus has alcohol/drug policies	2000.0	2002.0	2004.0	2006.0	2008.0	2010.0	0.846	0.797	0.84	0.849	0.838	0.862	


Student Drink Consumption
Core Data-- Average # of drinks per week	
2004.0	2006.0	2007.0	2008.0	2009.0	2010.0	2011.0	2012.0	5.8	6.9	5.9	NCHA Data -- Average # of drinks last time partied	
2004.0	2006.0	2007.0	2008.0	2009.0	2010.0	2011.0	2012.0	5.83	5.21	5.56	4.68	
Number of Drinks
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