Date:

November 7, 2008
To: 

Provost James Clements

From: 

General Education Review Committee

Subject:
Transmission of Report and Recommendation on Process


The General Education Review Committee is pleased to submit to you the attached report containing recommendations for changes in Towson University curricular requirements. The proposed University Core Curriculum meets Maryland state expectations for general education courses. The committee trusts that it also provides distinctive curricular markers for Towson and reemphasizes our institutional commitment to liberal education through courses required as a core for all students. 

Created by the Provost and reporting to the Provost, the committee respectfully offers these proposals for publicizing and discussing the report before any formal decision on implementation.

1. The report should be circulated to faculty by email attachment, listed for other constituencies in the Daily Digest, and posted on the Provost’s web pages. 

· Notification to faculty should be accompanied by an announcement of at least four open fora on campus for presentation and discussion of the report with committee members present.
· Committee members Teri Hall and Benjamin Steinberg should organize opportunities for students to discuss and respond to the report.

· At least one open forum should be held especially for staff members who work with curricular issues (such as in registration and advising).

2. If individual colleges would like to request presentation and discussion of the report within the college, either through an open forum or through the college council, members of the committee will respond to that request.

3. All constituencies should be invited to provide feedback in writing to the General Education Review Committee, if they choose to do so, by the end of February 2008. 

4. The General Education Review Committee should then assemble at least once more to discuss whether the committee finds any need for revision of its recommendations based upon the comments of faculty, staff, or students and the written feedback it has received.

5. The committee will then transmit a final report to the Provost for his review and for consultation with the University Senate. 
As indicated in the report, faculty will need a full year after changes are adopted (assuming those changes follow the recommendations in the report) to develop courses meeting the requirements of newly introduced core categories and to revise or resubmit courses for certification in continuing categories. Rapid action in establishing fora for discussion and committed attention to following through on the review process may make possible a decision on the University Core by late spring 2009, allowing implementation of the new requirements beginning in Fall 2010.

