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The Towson University Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, and the Philosophy Forum, invite you to submit papers for the 35th Annual Fall Philosophy Colloquium to be held on October 13, 2010, at Towson University. Papers should take approximately 40 minutes reading time (approximately 15 double-spaced pages), leaving 20 minutes for discussion.
 
“All distances in time and space are shrinking. Man now reaches overnight by plane, places which formerly took weeks and months of travel…The peak of this abolition of every possibility of remoteness is reached by television, which will soon pervade and dominate the whole machinery of communication…Yet the frantic abolition of all distances brings no nearness; for nearness does not consist in shortness of distance.” – Martin Heidegger, The Thing
In today’s wired society, people from around the world and across the room are connected digitally.  The internet allows the agora – commerce of goods and ideas – to reach across the globe.  Social networking keeps us constantly in touch with friends and acquaintances.  Cell phones make sure we are always connected to the world.  What are the philosophical implications – metaphysical, ethical, and otherwise – of our digital lifestyle?  Do we compromise anything – our privacy, our individuality, our autonomy – for our connections?  Are we truly closer to one another, or are we further than ever?

Topics can include:

Social networking, relationships, and human interaction

Ethics of cell phone use

Anonymity and identity on the internet

How cyberspace affects our understanding of space

Experience, learning, and the proliferation of information

Activism and technology
Global impacts

A separate cover sheet with the author’s name, address, affiliation, e-mail address, and telephone number should accompany each paper. To meet submission deadline, papers or abstracts must be postmarked, or e-mailed by September 1. Because this is an event attended primarily by undergraduate students, speakers are requested to consider their audience as they prepare their presentation. Towson University is located in Towson, Maryland, about four miles north of downtown Baltimore.
 

 Please send papers  (or abstracts of approximately 350 words) to:

 
Dr. Celia Bardwell-Jones
Dept. of Philosophy and  Religious Studies
Towson University

8000 York Road

Towson, Maryland 21252

e-mail: cbardwelljones@towson.edu

Fax: 410-704-4398
