

EXPLORING BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY:

RLST.103.001 
TR
2:00-3:15


DR. GITTLEN

This course introduces archaeological evidence and the difficulties involved in interpreting and applying this evidence to fundamental issues and cultural problems in ancient Israel and its neighboring states.  Special attention will be paid to correlations between text and artifact as well as to the role of archaeology in the study of ancient Israel and her neighbors in the Biblical era.  GenEd II.D.
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION

RLST.105.001   MWF   10:00-10:50    
 DR. CHRISTIAN
RLST.105.002   MWF   11:00-11:50   
 DR. CHRISTIAN
RLST.105.003   TR        11:00-12:15 
 DR. YAMAMOTO
RLST.105.004   TR
      12:30-1:45

 DR. YAMAMOTO
A survey of world religious traditions informed by comparative, historical and phenomenological methodologies.   GenEd II.D.
JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY , AND ISLAM

RLST.206.001
MWF
10:00-10:50

RLST.206.002
MWF
11:00-11:50

DR. TAPPAN

The course will examine the beliefs, rituals, ethics, scriptures, social dimensions, and other key aspects of these three Abrahamic religions. We will analyze the similarities and differences between the three religions, as well as the varieties of religious belief and expression within each tradition.  GenEd II.C.3
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JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND  ISLAM

RLST.206.003     
MW
 3:30-4:45     

DR. SHOKEK

This course introduces major themes in the history, scriptures, doctrines, and practices of the three monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course will explore the theological meanings of monotheism, religious authority, worship and ritual, ethics, philosophy and mysticism in the framework of these three monotheistic religions. Special emphasis will be put on similarities and differences that have shaped the identity of each of these three religions.  GenEd II.C.3
INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM:
RLST.207.001           TR      
3:30-4:45 

DR.  YAMAMOTO
This course offers a survey of Buddhism from its origins as a small dissenting Indian sect to its growth into a major world religious tradition. The approach will be broadly historical—tracing the origins and development of Buddhism in India, Southeast Asia, China, Tibet, Korea, and Japan from roughly the 6th century BCE to modern times—but will also single out for inquiry the interactions among Buddhist beliefs, ritual practices, communities, and societies. Attention will be given, not only to the “classical” pan-Asian period of Buddhism’s history, but also to the challenges presented by modernity, the various ways Buddhist religious practitioners have responded to these challenges, and the future of Buddhism within an emerging global religious culture.

LOVE AND DEATH /SIX  BIBLICAL BOOKS:
RLST.270.001
TR
11:00-12:15

DR. GITTLEN
In the six brief Biblical books of Jonah, Ruth, Esther, Qohelet, Song of Songs, and Lamentations the authors explore human and divine love and a variety of issues concerning death.  This course examines these presentations of love and death, concentrates on those motifs, and leads to fuller understandings of biblical religion, thought and civilization.
 
THE HISTORY OF ANCIENT ISRAEL:

RLST.270.002/HIST.275.001  

DR. GITTLEN

Everything you wanted to know but were afraid to ask; this course explores the history of ancient Israel from 1200 to 586BCE.  Examining the theories and the evidence, we place Israel in its greater ancient Near Eastern context and investigate the effect of that context on the development of Israel over the centuries.
Religious Studies
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RELIGION AND SCIENCE:  HISTORIC ENCOUNTERS AND CONTEMPORARY  ISSUES                                                                                                 RLST.354.001
MW
3:30-4:45

DR. CHRISTIAN
 
The relation between religion and science is a question vigorously debated and hotly

contested in contemporary America. While determined spokespersons for religion, on the one hand, and prominent representatives of science, on the other, may conceive the relation as antagonistic, other informed observers understand the relation to be more nuanced and complex.  Are religion and science inevitably to be locked in conflict? Or do they belong to independent spheres? Might they engage in fruitful dialogue? Or is an integration of the two in some sense or in some way a possibility?

It is the aim of this course to explore alternative conceptions and various dimensions of the relation of religion and science through consideration of specific instances of their

engagement and/or encounter, both historic and contemporary.  
During the first part of the semester, we will investigate the two most famous episodes to date in the encounter between science and religion: (1) the fascinating controversy setting Galileo Galilei at odds with Catholic authorities in the 17th century culminating in his house arrest and a prohibition of any further scientific publication; and (2) the debate among scientists and theologians in the 19th century centering on Charles Darwin’s revolutionary proposal as to the “origin of species.” In the course of our explorations, we will read selections from Galileo’s and Darwin’s surprisingly accessible and thoroughly entertaining works. Additionally, we will consider the powerful intellectual commitments, both philosophical and theological, that affected the reception of each man’s thought. Finally, we will note ways in which each of these episodes set the stage for continuing debate.

In the second half of the course, we will take up issues of contemporary concern. We will consider how gains in scientific understanding of the cosmos inform contemporary theological discussion and debate. We will assess the challenge to science education raised by proponents of “Intelligent Design.” We will consider how developments in the neuroscience and cognitive science affect the understanding of religious phenomena. And we will ponder the status of religion in the contemporary world and the prospects for its future, given the ascendency and prestige of the scientific world view.  Prerequisite:  One course in RLST or PHIL or consent of instructor.
ETHICS AND RELIGION IN THE JEWISH-CHRISTIAN TRADITION                           RLST.357[557].001  MW
2:00-3:15                                                                                         DR. SHOKEK                                                                                                                            

This course examines classical texts that have shaped the foundations of ethics in the Jewish-Christian tradition.  The course will discuss major ethical predicaments, such as the idea of the mean, human responsibility, human suffering, happiness and wisdom, free will, repentance and forgiveness, saintliness and humility, purity and holiness.  The survey will include three parts: [1] ethics from classical sources of Greek philosophy that inspired the Jewish-Christian tradition, [2[ethics from classical sources of Judaism, and [3] ethics from classical sources of Christianity.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy,
religious studies or history.
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ISLAM IN THE MODERN AGE:
RLST.370[570].001
MW
2:00-3:15


DR. TAPPAN
We will investigate the movements of reform, renewal, and revolution which arose in the Muslim community in the wake of the Western political and cultural domination of the past several centuries. Topics of exploration will include pluralism, governance, violence, human rights, and the status of women. Special attention will be given to these and related themes in the Arab world, Iran, South Asia, and the United States.

INTRODUCTION TO PROPHETS AND PROPHECY IN ANCIENT ISRAEL:
RLST. 370[570].002
TR  
12:30-1:45 
DR. GARFEIN
This course examines the phenomenon and history of Israelite prophecy as recorded in the Hebrew Bible in light of prophecy in the ancient Near East and in other cultures.  In addition, this course will explore the following questions: Who were the prophets?  What was their social role?  What are the characteristics of prophetic literature?  How does Israelite prophecy resemble and differ from similar phenomena in the ancient world?  What are the differences and likenesses of prophecy in the pre-exilic and post-exilic periods? By the end of the class, students will have a much broader and clearer understanding of some of the most exceptional literature preserved, not only in the biblical corpus, but also in western civilization. 

JUDEO-CHRISTIAN MEDICAL ETHICS:

HONR.370.002
TR
2:00-3:15

DR. FREUNDEL                                                                                                                                                                Throughout history, medicine and the medical profession have raised profound moral and ethical questions. In this course, we will explore the answers provided by Judaism and Christianity to classic questions such as, “The role of the doctor” and abortion to cutting edge issues such as, pre-gender selection, and cloning. Other topics will include tattooing, stem cell research, fertility management, and transplant surgery. 
[1]


