


INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION
RLST.105.001   MWF   10:00-10:50  	LA 4105   	CHRISTIAN, R.
RLST.105.002   MWF   11:00-11:50    	LA 4105   	CHRISTIAN, R.
RLST.105.003   TR        11:00-12:15   	 LI 305  	YAMAMOTO, C.
RLST.105.004   TR        12:30-01:45 	 LI 305  	YAMAMOTO, C.

A survey world religious traditions informed by historical, comparative, and phenomenological methods.   GenEd II.D.


JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM
RLST.206.001     MW	 3:30-4:45	LA 4103     
DR. SHOKEK
This course introduces major themes in the history, scriptures, doctrines, and practices of the three monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course will explore the theological meanings of monotheism, religious authority, worship and ritual, ethics, philosophy and mysticism in the framework of these three monotheistic religions. Special emphasis will be put on similarities and differences that have shaped the identity of each of these three religions.  GenEd II.C.3.


TOPICS IN RLST:  INTRODUCTION TO TIBETAN BUDDHISM
RLST.270.001     TR 	3:30-4:45	LI 310	
DR. YAMAMOTO
This course offers a survey of Buddhism as it has evolved within the Tibetan cultural regions of Asia. The approach will be broadly historical—tracing the development of Buddhism from the time of its introduction into Tibet sometime around the 7th century CE up to modern times. We will in particular look at the distinctive Tibetan way of configuring Buddhist beliefs, ritual practices, and communities. The course will conclude with an examination of the traumatic changes undergone by Tibetan religious communities in the 20th century, and their implications for the future of Tibetan Buddhism.
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TOPICS IN RLST:  INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM
RLST.270.002     MW 	3:30-4:45	LI 107
STAFF
The course will provide an introductory survey of Islam from its origins to the present.  It will examine the basic concepts of Islam along with its ritual practices and religious institutions.  As a religion which spans fourteen centuries and boasts over one billion adherents, the main objective of the course will be to explore how Muslims in various ages and regions of the world have developed diverse interpretations of Islam and its practice.  Therefore, emphasis will be given to understanding how the divergent socio-cultural and political contexts in which various Muslims have lived (and do live) influence how Islam comes to be understood.  In this regard, the course will also touch upon relationship between religion and politics and in the historical development of various societies. 


ADVANCED TOPICS IN RLST:  RELIGION AND SCIENCE: HISTORIC ENCOUNTERS AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES  
RLST.370.001     TR		11:00-12:15	LI 015
DR. CHRISTIAN
	The relation between religion and science is a question vigorously debated and hotly contested in contemporary America. While determined spokespersons for religion, on the one hand, and prominent representatives of science, on the other, may conceive the relation as antagonistic, other informed observers understand the relation to be more nuanced and more complex. Are religion and science inevitably to be locked in conflict? Or do they belong to independent spheres? Might they engage in fruitful dialogue? Or is an integration of the two in some sense or in some way a possibility? 
	It is the aim of this course to explore alternative conceptions and various dimensions of the relation of religion and science through consideration of specific instances of their engagement and/or encounter, both historic and contemporary.
	During the first part of the semester, we will investigate the two most famous episodes to date in the encounter between science and religion: (1) the fascinating controversy setting Galileo Galilei at odds with Catholic authorities in the 17th century and culminating in the censorship of his writing; and (2) the debate among scientists and  theologians  in the 19th century centering on Charles Darwin’s revolutionary proposal as to the “origin of species.” In the course of our explorations, we will read selections from Galileo’s and Darwin’s surprisingly accessible and thoroughly entertaining works. Additionally, we will consider the powerful intellectual commitments, both philosophical and theological, that affected the reception of each man’s thought. Finally, we will note ways in which each of these episodes set the stage for continuing debate.
	In the second half of the course, we will take up issues of contemporary concern. We will consider how developments in the social sciences, cognitive science, and neuroscience affect the understanding of religious phenomena. We will assess the challenge to science education raised by proponents of  “Intelligent Design.” And we will ponder the status of religion in the contemporary world  and the prospects for its future, given the ascendency and prestige of the scientific world view.
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ADVANCED TOPICS IN RLST:  THE JEW CONFRONTS THE MODERN WORLD:
RLST.370.002     TR		12:30-1:45	LA 4150    
DR. FREUNDEL
Technology, society, contemporary morality, family structures, ethical challenges all change as the world changes around us How does Judaism with its ancient traditions and texts react to issues such as cloning, choosing the gender of your child, modern warfare and terrorism, relationships with non-Jews in a pluralistic world, family values, sexual ethics, contemporary business practices, dealing with the poor, healthcare and many other similar concerns. This course will take us through a study of these and other topics of broad interest.  Along the way we will also look at some historically older issues that continue to have contemporary relevance such as abortion, conscientious objection, relationships between parents and children, marriage, dealing with religious differences and more.  Students who take this course will have the opportunity to select other subjects for discussion as anything relevant to today's world that has a legal and ethical dimension is within the purview of this course.


HONORS:  EXPLORING BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
HONR.370.003     TR	2:00-3:15	LA 4105
DR. GITTLEN
This course gives students insight into the nature of archaeological evidence and the difficulties involved in interpreting and applying this evidence to cultural problems in ancient Israel and its neighboring states.  After introducing the theory, method and principles of archaeology as practiced in Israel, we critically evaluate current fundamental issues in the archaeology of Israel.  Special attention will be paid to correlations between text and artifact as well as to the role of archaeology in the study of ancient Israel and her neighbors in the Biblical period. 


ADVANCED TOPICS IN RLST:  JEWISH MYSTICISM AND KABBALAH
RLST.370.004     MW 	2:00-3:15	LA 4103	 	
DR. SHOKEK
This course introduces a thorough study in Jewish mysticism and Kabbalah. The course will investigate the hidden meaning of the Hebrew alphabet according to the Kabbalistic Book of Creation, as well as selected chapters from the classical Kabbalah of Provence and Gerona, the Zohar and the Kabbalah of Safed. Among the esoteric codes to be explored in this course are the Kabbalistic mystery of the creation of the world, the Infinite God, emanation and divine existence, revelation and concealment, and mystical communion with the Infinite. Selected chapters from Jewish mysticism and Kabbalah will be read and analyzed in class.
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