
 
 

 

 
 

 

HOW TO READ A W-2 

 
The letters below correlate with the boxes lettered above.  

a. Your social security number.  This is a 9-digit number:  XXX-XX-XXXX. 
b. Your employer’s tax identification number.  The State of Maryland is:  52-6002033. 
c.  The State of Maryland’s address: 

 State of Maryland, PO Box 2396, Annapolis, MD  21404-2396. 
d. Control number is a 7-digit number:  xxxxxxx   Ex:  0070634. 
e. Your first name and last name. 
f. Your address & zip code. 

  The numbers below correlate with the boxes numbered above.  Not all boxes have to be filled-in. 

1. The amount of money paid to you (earned) in 2009. 
2. The amount of federal income taxes withheld in 2009. 
3. The amount of money earned before deductions to calculate FICA (Federal Insurance Contribution Act) tax 

withholding.  This number may be different than the number in Box 1. 
4. The amount of Social Security tax withheld.  This number may differ than the number in Box 2. 
5. The amount of money earned before deductions to calculate FICA tax withholding.  This number may differ than 

the number in Box 1. 
6. The amount of Medicare tax withheld. 
7. As a student employee, boxes 7-14 most likely will not have a number in them.  If they do, put them on your tax 

return in the appropriate area which asks for the information. 

15.  State – abbreviation:   MD & state ID number:  52-6002033. 
16.  The amount of wages earned in 2009 (matches what is in Box 1). 
17.  The amount of state income tax withheld (will be different from federal amount). 
18-20. Local tax may or may not be taken out, depending on where you work and live. 
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