
four to six roundtables with presenters introducing a topic and 
then opening up the discussion to those at the table. The many 
interesting topics led to some difficulty choosing roundtables: 
“Defining Identity,” “The Importance of  Style as a Rhetorical 
Device,” and “Hereʼs the Gun: Exploring Evidence, Explanation 
and Logical Fallacy”  are examples.
 For Roundtable I, I went to “Revisiting Our Senses”  facilitated 
by Colleen Webster, Harford Community College. She presented 
a series of innovative nature-related exercises which she has used 
effectively with her English 101 and her creative writing students. 
One exercise requires them to sit outside alone with no cell phone 
or audio device and observe their surroundings for twenty minutes. 
They then research what they have observed to be able to give 
names to their observations and model an essay upon an Annie 
Dillard essay.  A suggestion made by a round table member about 
this exercise, which makes her students extremely uncomfortable, 
was for them to come up with an exercise for her that would put 
her in a milieu of theirs for her to write about! I came away with 
many great ideas.
 For Roundtable II, I went to “The Role of Grammar in the 
College Classroom.” The lead facilitator was Nicole Wilson from 
Bowie State U. She had with her a group of students who were 
members of the English Club. Concerned with the problems 
students had with grammar, they had done a survey of students, 

professors and middle school teachers about students  ̓grammar 
knowledge. They presented their findings that, I think, did not 
surprise any of us present. Students may say that they have had 
grammar in their previous 12 years of schooling, but could not identify 
parts of speech when asked. It was gratifying to see potential 
teachers concerned about grammar issues and endeavoring to do 
something about them. English 101 teachers expressed the fact 
that they are now spending more time dealing with grammar than 
with the required topics of their curriculum. There was much 
discussion about how to handle this but, due to time constraints, 
no definitive solutions were presented.
 For Roundtable III, I went to “The Write Classroom” facilitated 
by Nancy Shapiro. This dealt with creating a learning community 
within a composition classroom and many teachers shared 
experiences that had worked within their classrooms. One idea was 
a writing project that went beyond the classroom such as working 
to change something on campus. Several spoke about a linked class 
experience when two teachers had the same set of students and 
coordinated their efforts to the benefit of both groups.  I gained 
many potential ideas for use with my classes.
 At the closing, when the group was asked what additional 
conference topics should be addressed, grammar was first, followed 
by the need for a dialogue with high school teachers. I look forward 
to an opportunity for such a conference in the future. 

A Marvelous Mix
by Barbara Steele, T-C ʼ98
bsteele529@comcast.net

Question: What do a hermit crab, a foam apple, and a scary movie 
clip have in common?  
Answer:  They were all part 
of fascinating presentations 
given during our Write-to-
Learn Saturday Workshops.  
 Yes, the hermit crab was 
part of a demonstration that 
showed teachers how to 
better explain the important 
parts of expository writing.  
 The foam apple was used 
to help teachers to develop 
objective observational 
skills.  These skills were 
then used as we read a 
studentʼs piece of written 
work.  
 The movie clip was part 
of a presentation that showed 
how writers build a story by 
developing important story 
elements.
 Most of our presenters 

are T-Cs who recently completed 
MWPʼs STI (Summer Teacher 

Institute) this past 
summer, although 
more seasoned 
T-Cs come by now 
and then to present 
as well. Because 
our STI is conducted at three different sites now, 
our presenters come from all over the state.  Two 
presenters were from our new Southern Maryland 
site, one from our Prince Georgeʼs County site, and 
five from our Towson site.
 If you have not paid a visit to room 312 in the 
Psych building at TU to participate in one of these 
gems, it is not too late to experience the excellent 
teaching ideas and collegial exchange that are part 
of these Saturday mornings.  We have one Saturday 
left in our series for this year: May 1.  So mark your 
calendars, be ready to drag yourself out of bed, and 
be part of intriguing group interaction and thoughtful 
discussions.  Sessions run from 9:30 – 12:00.  The 
mix of opinions, approaches, and strategies is truly 
marvelous.

College Composition Conversations at Maryland K-16 English 
Alignment Conference (continued)

Barbara Steele

Marlon Kibrow presenting a Write-to-Learn Saturday 
Workshop
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