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Outline

The lecture “Media Literacy and Media Transparency” will introduce students to the major theoretical frameworks for examining media literacy. The emphasis will be on current mass communication studies in media literacy of the Western world. After the examination of various definitions of media literacy, students will be introduced to the variety of theories and theoretical frameworks for exploring and understanding media literacy as well as different approaches to studying and practicing media literacy. Goals and functions of media literacy, dimensions of media literacy, and its place in and influence on a civil society will also be discussed. 

Main topics covered:

1. Information society and information overload

2. News as knowledge:

a. Knowledge of acquaintance 

b. Knowledge-about (Park, 2006)

3. Media literacy defined (Kubey, 2004)

4. Media literacy models:

a. Text-centered approaches (Messaris, 1998; Meyrowitz, 1998)

b. Constructivist model of media literacy (Brown, 1991; Rosenbaum & Beentjes, 2001)

c. Potter’s media literacy model (2001)

5. Meaning construction (semiotics; rhetorical tradition, social tradition, and cultural tradition)

6. Techniques to increase media literacy (Center for Media Literacy; 2003; Potter, 2001)

7. A case study on media literacy: Considering the sources

a. Theoretical model of media relations using framing, information subsidies, and agenda-building (Zoch & Molleda, 2006) and its importance for media literacy

b. Media transparency project and its importance for media literacy (Kruckeberg & Tsetsura, 2003; Tsetsura, 2005)

