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The course is designed to introduce students to a body of theoretical knowledge relevant to an understanding and analysis of the roles and functions of the media in different societies and political systems. The approach of the course will therefore be both analytical and comparative. Much of the theorizing of the functioning of the media has been produced by Western scholars and therefore reflects the Western liberal-democratic models within which they operated. Our task will be to examine the applicability of these theoretical approaches to an understanding of the functioning of the media in Eastern European societies and political systems. Following the presentation of some of the main areas relevant to the analysis of the media we will turn to discussions, in a comparative spirit, of the specific country case studies represented in the class.

The following topics will be discussed, and offer a road map to the course.

· Alternative theoretical  approaches to the study of the media;
· The roles and functions of the media
· The structures and processes of media organizations and institutions;

· Linkages between the media and political institutions and actors;

· Comparative analysis of different media/political systems.

Readings
The readings will be based on the following books:

De Beer Arnold and John Merrill, (eds.) GLOBAL JOURNALISM: TOPICAL ISSUES AND MEDIA SYSTEMS, (fourth edition), Allyn and Bacon, 2004.
Hallin, Daniel and Paolo Mancini, COMPARING MEDIA SYSTEMS, Cambridge University Press, 2004

McQuail, Denis, MCQUAIL'S MASS COMMUNICATION THEORY, 5th edition, Sage, 2005.

CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Students will present summaries of the readings and specific country case studies included  in GLOBAL JOURNALISM. A critique and discussion their applicability to different countries should be part of the presentation..
Sessions and topics
Session one: Alternative theoretical approaches. 

This session will focus on the two major theoretical perspectives that have defined the debate in mass communication theory – the liberal pluralist and the Marxist-critical approaches. These approaches offer alternative entry points to the analysis of the media, and their implications for that analysis will be discussed. An earlier perspective, that of mass society theory, will also be presented.

Reading: McQuail, ch. 3. 
Session two: The roles and functions of the media. In this session we will focus on four different roles and functions attributed to the media – the provision of information; agenda setting; the construction of social reality and the ideological function. The relationship between these functions will be discussed, and their explanatory powers will be assessed,

Session three: The structures of media organizations and the production of media contents will be the focus for this session. The issues of professionalism in the media and of the self-image, values and ideology of media professionalism will be examined. Central to these are the values of objectivity, impartiality and neutrality. The problematics of these values will be discussed and questions concerning possible alternatives in Eastern European societies will be raised.

Readings: McQuail, chs 11-12.

Session Four: The relationship between the media and the political institutions and actors in different societies will be examined. Alternative theories of these relationships will be discussed and the relevance of these theories to the situation in non-Western societies will be explored. This will serve as introduction to a comparative analysis of different media systems.
Readings: Hallin and Mancini, chs. 2-4

Session five: Continuing discussion of comparative media systems.

Readings: Hallin and Mancini, chs. 5-7

                 De Beer and Merrill, chs. 1-2

Session six: Issues and dilemmas of journalism around the world, including Freedom of the press and journalism ethics. Presentation of country case-studies.

Readings: de Beer and Merrill, chs 5, 6, 13, 14

Session seven: Continuation and conclusion of country case studies. Return to discussion of the theoretical bases for analyzing Western and non-Western media systems. The issue of global journalism education.

Readings: de Beer and Merrill; ch. 9. 

