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July 15

Media Criticism: A Few Touches of History

Will Irwin, Collier’s, 1911 

Upton Sinclair - 1919, Gorge Seldes – 1935

Criticism of Authoritarian and classical Libertarian Theories 

Readings:

Siebert, F., Peterson, T., & Schramm, W. Four Theories of the Press. Chicago: University of Illinois, 1973, p.  2-5, 73-93.
Different Scholarly Approaches to Media Criticism

It is important here to distinguish directions in American media studies from British-European traditions. In Europe, media studies have favored interpretive rather than scientific approaches

In other words, researches approached media questions and problems more like literary critics than experimental or survey researches

In cultural research, the equivalent to measurement methods and content analysis has been labeled Textual Analysis (1974. Horace Newcomb, TV: The Most Popular Art) 
Frankfurt School of 'critical theory'

Herbert Marcuse, "One-Dimensional Man"
Max Horkheimer: "Culture Industry"

Media as Amplifiers, Standardization of Beauty 

Stuart Hall’s  critical theory: 

- The mass media impose the dominant ideology on the rest of society

- The connotations of words and images are fragments of ideology that perform an unwitting service for the ruling elite

Post-structuralist Approach to Media Criticism

Mark Poster, The Mode of Information and Postmodernity

Jean Baudrillard, Simulacra and Simulations
The simulacrum is never that which conceals the truth - it is the truth which conceals that there is none.

The territory no longer precedes the map. It is the map that precedes the territory.

Korzhybski’s General Semantics
Media Ecology approach (USA)

McLuhan's Technological Determinism

Most interpretations of technological determinism share two general ideas:

* that the development of technology itself follows a path largely beyond cultural or political influence, and 

* that technology in turn has "effects" on societies that are inherent, rather than socially conditioned. 

Marshall McLuhan: "The Medium is the Message"  

The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making of Typographic Man

Readings:

Communication Theory Today (1995). Ed. by David Crowley and David Mitchell. Polity Press. 

German Communication Yearbook (1999),  Ed. by Hans-Bernd Brosius. 

Evelina Tarroni (Rome, 1982), The Aesthetics of Television / Television: The Critical View. Ed. Newcomb H. NY-Oxford.  P. 363-404.

Steve Hoenisch (2004), Using French Social Thought for Media Criticism // http://www.criticism.com/md/media-criticism-with-french-social-thought.html

Borys Potyatynyk (2004),Information Vortexes of the Orange Revolution /www.mediakrytyka.info

MediaCriticism in Russia: http://mediareview.by.ru 

Ukrainian Media Criticism: http://telekritika.kiev.ua, http://mediakrytyka.info 

Daily Readings, p. 26 - 34, 37-40, 75-93.
July 16

Media Criticism: Concept and Structure

Media Criticism can be defined as a sphere of media activity dealing with monitoring, analysis, and interpretation of mass communication processes and seeking ways to modify them.

Classification

According to type of technology it uses (medium): television, the Internet, printed press, cinema etc.

According to type of problem: screen violence, pornography, advertising, propaganda etc.

Ways and forms of implementing media criticism:

- Discussion/analytics

- Sociological surveys/ratings

- Actions/campaigns

Audience  Criteria 

- Academic  Media Criticism 

- Professional/occupational  Media Criticism

- Mass Criticism (television or radio programs,  newspaper columns)

Functions:

Monitoring (analysis, interpretation, prognosis)

Regulation (Legislative, Ethical, Professional)

Cognitive 

· Analysis: Philosophical, Social and Political, Psychological, Sociological, Feminist etc.

· Public action  which aims  at correcting media activity

Objectives

· Watching for the sake of watching?  (Monitoring as an end in itself)

· Adjusting mass media to the interests of the public

· Developing immunity to the pathogenic influence of the media
Countries Presentations by participants of the seminar (Critical View of Mass Media)

Readings:

Radical Mass Media Criticism : A Cultural Genealogy (2004), ed. By  David Berry, John Theobald .

Stuart H. Loory (2005),  Dealing with the Media Critics / IPI Global Journalist. 2005, 3rd quarter.

Web sites on Critical Thinking and media criticism: http://infotrac.thomsonlearning.com/infowrite/critical.html

http://www.transparencynow.com/news/tableof.htm

http://www.journalismnet.com/media/criticism.htm

http://www.criticism.com/

Principles of Media Criticism (Daily Readings, p. 18)

July 17

Media Criticism: East European Point of View

UKrainian Professional Journals: MediaKrytyka, Telekrytyka

Media Criticism through the Prism of Mass Communication Theories: 
Shannon and Weaver’s Information Theory: 

Linear Model of Communication 

Senders - Messages - Channel - Receivers  - Gatekeepers – Feedback

- In a source-channel-receiver model of signal transmission, information is defined as the opportunity to reduce uncertainty

- Noise cuts the information-carrying capacity of the channel between transmitter and receiver

Hypodermic Needle Model

Attributed powerful effects to the mass media (direct effects model, bullet theory). It suggests that the media shoot their potent effects directly into unsuspecting victims

Minimal Effects Model

With the rise of empirical research techniques, social scientist began demonstrating that the media alone do not cause people to change their attitudes and behaviors

McCombs’ and Shaw’s agenda-setting function: 

· The print and broadcast media may not be successful much of the time in  telling people what to think, but they are strikingly successful in telling their audience what to think about

Noelle-Neuman’s spiral of silence: 

- People live in perpetual fear of isolating themselves and carefully monitor the environment to see which opinions increase and which one decrease

- If people sense their opinion is losing ground, they remain silent

- Television’s constant repetitions of a single point of view accelerates the spiral of silence

Countries Presentations (Critical View of Mass Media) - Participants of the seminar

Readings:

Em Griffin. A First Look at Communication Theory. McGraw-Hill, Inc. 1991. 412 p. P. 20-27, 48-52, 280-310.

Borys Potyatynyk (2004),Information Vortexes of the Orange Revolution /www.mediakrytyka.info 
MediaCriticism in Russia: http://mediareview.by.ru 

Ukrainian Media Criticism: http://telekritika.kiev.ua, http://mediakrytyka.info 

Daily Readings, p. 25 - 64.

July 18

Pathogenic Influence of the Media

Quality media: metaphor or scientific category?

Persuasive Techniques in Contemporary advertising

- Famous person testimonial

- Plain folks pitch

- Snob appeal

- Bandwagon effect

- Hidden fear appeal

How do the common persuasive techniques used in advertising work? 

Tension between PR and the Press

- How does journalism as a profession contribute to its own manipulation at the hands of competent PR practicioner?

- Can and should the often hostile relationship between the journalism and PR professions be mended? Why or why not? 

Violence in the Media

Violence in the Media. Threats to public health:

- Learning to behave violently

- Becoming more desensitized to the harmful consequences of violence

- Becoming fearful of being attacked

Bandura’s social learning theory: 

- Children and adults acquire attitudes, emotional responses and new styles of conduct trough filmed and televised modeling

- The process involves attention, acquisition, and motivation

- Vicariously learned aggression can break out into antisocial behaviour years later

Gerbner’s cultivation theory: 
-People who are heavy viewers of television see vast quantities of dramatic violence which cultivates an exaggerated belief in a mean and scary world

Gratification Model

Children are sitting victims, television bites them. Nothing can be further from the fact. It is the children who are most active in this relationship. It they who use television, rather that television that uses them.

Violence in the Media: East European Point of View

Description of pornography and violence, advertising and propaganda as projects that once started, begin to automatically expand by involving more and more participants

Topics for discussion:

Does violence on television make monsters of children?

Do newspaper stories of rape and robbery lead readers to commit crimes?

Has the "Playboy" philosophy revolutionized our sexual mores?

Have Hollywood movies lowered the general level of culture?

Readings:

George Gerbner (1982), Living with TV: the Violence Profile / Television: The Critical View. Ed. Newcomb H. NY-Oxford.   P. 363-404.

Goldstein T., ed. (1989), Killing the Messenger: 100 Years of Media Criticism. Columbia Univ. Press. NY. 1989.

Em Griffin (1991),  Bandura's social learning theory: A First Look at Communication Theory. McGraw-Hill, Inc. 

Michael Charlton and Paul Lohr  (1999), Children and the Media / German Communication Yearbook. Ed. by Hans-Bernd Brosius.  P.211-244.

Jyllands-Posten Muhammad cartoons controversy / Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia (2006) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten...

Daily Readings, p. 123 - 163.
