Towson University

Department of Geography and Environmental Planning 
Geography of International Affairs

Geog 105.001 (course # 3371)
Spring 2009
Instructor: James M. Smith, Ph.D.


Classroom: Li 13
Office: Linthicum, Rm. 28



Hours: T,R 330-430/by appt.
Telephone: 410.704.4620
email:jmsmith@towson.edu 

Course Website: http://bbweb.towson.edu
Gen.Ed.Req. This course fits into Group IID: Global Awareness

Catalog Description: introductory survey of the changing political map of the world with special emphasis on a geographical comprehension of major regions of international cooperation and conflict.

Course Objectives:

1. To acquire an understanding of basic geographic themes, concepts and skills. 

2. To employ a geographical perspective in the analysis of global issues, and thus gain a deeper understanding of the dynamics of cooperation and conflict in the global system.

3. To acquire a “mental map” of the world’s major regions, as well as the spatial patterns of phenomena relevant to global affairs, such as population, language, religious faith, resources and the global economy.
4. To apply the insights of geography to the development of a critical perspective on current global issues related to population and environment, the historical geography of the world system, geopolitics and globalization.

Texts:

1. Smith, James M. 2008. Geography of International Affairs. Dubuque IA: Kendall Hunt.

2. Dilisio, James E. 2007. Geographic Place Names of World Regions. Fifth edition. Dubuque IA: Kendall/Hunt.

3. Allen, John L. Student Atlas of World Politics. Eighth Edition. Boston: McGraw Hill.
4. Annual Editions articles: these are PDFs of brief articles posted on the BlackBoard course site.
Evaluation:

Two midterms and a Final: (Each exam=20 percent of course grade). These consist mainly of multiple choice questions. Each exam will be announced at least one week in advance. Exams only cover material specified in syllabus and by instructor. The Final is conceptually comprehensive. 

Map quizzes: (collectively, 20 percent of course grade) a total of seven during the semester to be taken on the dates indicated (see course schedule). On those dates, you are to bring the relevant base map(s) from the text, Geographic Place Names of World Regions (DiLisio). Generally, there will be no make-ups for the quizzes, except for valid medical excuses, family emergencies, or university-sanctioned, non-intramural athletic events. I will drop the lowest grade from your set of scores at the end of the semester.

Discussions: (3 discussions=20 percent of course grade) I have scheduled a total of five discussions on posted question(s). I will typically leave these open for a one week period. I will also periodically observe and facilitate for each of these scheduled discussions. I will announce the opening of each discussion by email.
 Your main task is 1) to post a substantial contribution on at least three of the five scheduled discussions this semester. A substantial contribution is defined as between 150-300 words (any less, and the participant will find it hard to make a good, detailed point, any more risks a lack of clarity. Remember: clarity, brevity and relevance are the main virtues in these discussions. I will judge the relative merit of your contribution based on evidence of thoughtful reading and relevance to the questions at hand. 2) You will post a reply to a student or myself based on one of our contributions to the discussion. You may expand on someone else’s point, disagree with it, or perhaps point to information or ideas we might have missed. Your reply can also be in the form of a question that moves the discourse along. 

The only real limitation here is to keep it civil and respectful, especially when you want to disagree or provide a counterpoint. No snarky “Youtube” style insults or profanities will be permitted, and such contributions will result in point loss or worse, depending on the severity of the infraction. Let’s keep it positive and relevant.

Cheating:

Cheating, in any form, results in failure. Since we are in a university setting of mature adults, this should not be an issue. Please read the University’s Rules and Regulations for relevant information. 

Responsibility:

The instructor assumes responsibility for informing students of any changes in class policy or exam dates. This will be done through class announcements. Each student assumes responsibility for noting such information. Thus, failure to attend class is not an acceptable excuse for ignorance of any changes.

Attendance:

“Students are expected to attend all classes. Consistent attendance offers the most effective opportunity for students to understand concepts, materials and expectations of those courses in which they are enrolled.” This statement of university policy reflects my own approach to attendance. In that spirit, I will hand out an attendance sheet at the beginning of every class. Students are permitted absences based upon:

a. illness or injury which precludes attendance

b. religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents attendance

c. participation in university activities at the request of university authorities

d. compelling circumstances beyond the control of the student

Absences that do not fall into the four categories above are unexcused. Any student with 5 unexcused absences will experience a one letter drop in grade. Those with 8 unexcused absences or more will fail the course. Students requesting excused absence must provide documentation at least one week (preferably two weeks) in advance. 
Class Conduct:

In a university setting, both instructor and students are expected to uphold a professional standard of behavior.  The reading of non-relevant materials (eg. newspapers), holding disruptive conversations, the use of cell phones, or any other unprofessional behavior will not be tolerated. Please respect the instructor and your colleagues. If problems persist with a particular student, s/he will be asked to leave the class session, and possibly the course.  Students should read the relevant sections of the University’s Rules and Regulations.

Students with Disabilities: 

If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation. 

Academic Standards Committee statement: 

This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.

Course Introduction:

The study of geography centers on the patterns, distributions and interrelationships of human and ‘natural’ landscapes on the surface of the earth. Through the study of regions and places, spatial patterns and interrelationships, human-environment interaction and the movement of people, goods and ideas, we can gain a much fuller appreciation for patterns of conflict and cooperation in the global system. How are spatial patterns of population, environment and resource use impacting our lives?  How did today’s global economy of core, periphery and semi-periphery evolve? How do these divisions articulate in different places at different scales? Why does ethnic and cultural conflict seem to be so endemic? Which countries, institutions and social classes are most influential in world politics? Finally, how does the issue of geographical representation play a role in shaping our perception of other peoples and places?

This course employs a geopolitical approach to the changing patterns and relationships between power, territory, and states; identities, place and conflict. Likewise, a basic knowledge of the historical geography of the current world order is essential. With this foundational knowledge, the central purpose of the course is for you to learn to think spatially and critically about the global system, and the problems inherent in its current structure and patterns. Geography can help us in this quest, and hopefully lead us to construct more socially and environmentally just and sustainable places and landscapes for ourselves and future generations. 
Course Schedule (below)
	Date
	TopicS & Map Quizzes/Exams
	Readings

	1/27
	Course Introduction/ The Discipline of Geography/Geography and Global Affairs
	Lecture -Basic Geographic Themes and Concepts; Text: Ch.1

	1/29
	Geography: key themes and ideas 

Geopolitical concepts
	As above

	2/3
	Population issues: Introduction
	Text: Ch.2

	2/5
	Population issues
	As above

	2/10
	MQ 1 Europe; Population measures

Global Population Patterns

Film and brief discussion
	DiLisio L-4; Ch. 2

Annual Editions-articles 5, 6 (on BlackBoard)

	2/12
	Environmental Geography: Climates, Biomes and Landforms
	Ch. 2, Environment section

	2/17
	Climate Change, Water Resource Conflict

	Articles 1 (Special Moment)

10 (Water Conflict) &

11 (Asia’s Giants)


	2/19
	 Energy
MQ 2-Central Eurasia

	Article 24 (Energy Security)

	2/24
	Midterm 1
	

	2/26
	Flex date or Midterm above
	 

	3/3
	European Dominance: 1648-1914
MQ 3-East Asia
	Text: Ch.4

DiLisio L-6

	3/5
	Industrial Capitalism; Imperial rivalry


	As above


	3/10
	The “Short” Twentieth Century
	Text: Ch.5

	3/12 
	Short Twentieth
	As above

	3/15-22
	SPRING BREAK
	

	3/25
	The Cold War in Asia

MQ 4-South and Southeast Asia


	Text: Ch.6

DiLisio, L-7 & L-9

	3/27
	The Cold War in Asia/Mideast

	Text as above



	3/31
	The Cold War in Africa/Latin America


	Text:Ch.6



	4/2
	Midterm 2
	

	4/7

4/9
	Post-Cold War Transitions; 9/11 and aftermath; Afghanistan & Iraq

MQ 5- Southwest Asia/North Africa


	Text: Ch.7

Articles: 28 (Success Without Victory) ; 29 (Lifting the Veil)

DiLisio, L-10


	4/14
	A Multipolar World 1
	Text: Ch7

	4/16
	A Multipolar World 2
	As above


	4/21
	Conclusion of Geopolitics; Discussion of articles 
	Article 19 (Sticky Power)

	4/23
	The Global Economy
	Text:Ch.8

	4/28
	Fordism and Post-Fordism

MQ 6-Africa South of the Sahara
	As above

DiLisio, L-11

	4/30
	Development Issues: Core, Periphery & Semi-Periphery; Gender disparities
	Text: Ch.8 

 Article 3 (Can Poverty Be Eliminated?)

	5/5
	Flex date
	

	5/7

5/12


	Globalization and World Politics

MQ 7- South and Middle America
Globalization: Discussion of articles-A “Flat” or “Spiky” world?

FINAL Exam -TBA
	Article 16 (5 Wars of Globalization)

DiLisio Ls-12 & 13

Article 2 (It’s a Flat World)

Article 14 (The World is Spiky)


