Towson University

Department of Geography and Environmental Planning 

Geography of International Affairs

GEOG 105, Sections 001 & 002 (course #’s 1009 & 1010, respectively)
Minimester 2009
Instructor: James M. Smith, Ph.D.


Classroom: Online
Office: Linthicum, Rm. 28



Hours: M-W 3-4/or by appt.

Telephone: 410.704.4620
email:jmsmith@towson.edu 

Course Website: http://bbweb.towson.edu
Gen.Ed.Req. This course fits into Group IID: Global Awareness

Catalog Description: introductory survey of the changing political map of the world with special emphasis on a geographical comprehension of major regions of international cooperation and conflict.

Course Objectives:

1. To acquire an understanding of basic geographic themes, concepts and skills. 

2. To employ a geographical perspective in the analysis of global issues, and thus gain a deeper understanding of the dynamics of cooperation and conflict in the global system.

3. To acquire a “mental map” of the world’s major regions, as well as the spatial patterns of phenomena relevant to global affairs, such as population, language, religious faith, resources and the global economy.

4. To apply the insights of geography to the development of a critical perspective on current global issues related to population and environment, the historical geography of the world system, geopolitics and globalization.

Texts:

1. Smith, James M. 2008. Geography of International Affairs. Dubuque IA: Kendall Hunt. (Main Text)
2. Dilisio, James E. 2007. Geographic Place Names of World Regions. Fifth edition. Dubuque IA: Kendall/Hunt. (Primary text for map exercises)
3. The Nystrom World Atlas. Herff Jones, Inc. (Secondary text for map exercises)
4. Cooper, Anderson. Dispatches from the Edge: A Memoir of War, Disasters and Survival. New York: Harper Collins. (To be deployed for discussion-see below)
Evaluation:

Two exams: Midterm and a Final: (Total Points=200) These consist mainly of multiple choice questions, although some map-oriented and true-false questions are included. Each exam will consist of 75 questions and will be taken online on Wednesday, 14 January and Friday, 23 January. You will have ninety minutes to complete the Midterm and two hours for the Final. Each exam will be available on the BlackBoard course site for a twelve hour block of time (9am-9pm). 

The Final is conceptually comprehensive, but will focus on material from the last three chapters of the main text. 

Map Exercises: (Total Points=100) A total of three during the course, to be taken on Thursdays on the dates indicated (see course schedule, below). The materials will be taken from Geographic Place Names of World Regions (DiLisio). This text is integrated with the Nystrom World Atlas, so studying the material independently should not be a problem. I will post the assignment, and you will have a one hour to complete it. The exercises will be available from 9am-9pm on Thursdays. 
Discussions: (Total Points=100) I have scheduled a total of five discussions on a posted question(s) for Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Both sections of the course can contribute during the five hour block of time, from 11am-4pm. I will periodically observe and facilitate for each of these scheduled discussions. 
 Your main task is 1) to post a substantial contribution on at least three of the five scheduled discussions this semester. A substantial contribution is defined as between 150-300 words (any less, and the participant will find it hard to make a good, detailed point, any more risks a lack of clarity. Remember: clarity, brevity and relevance are the main virtues in these discussions. I will judge the relative merit of your contribution based on evidence of thoughtful reading and relevance to the questions at hand. 2) You will post a reply to a student or myself based on one of our contributions to the discussion. You may expand on someone else’s point, disagree with it, or perhaps point to information or ideas we might have missed. Your reply can also be in the form of a question that moves the discourse along. 
The only real limitation here is to keep it civil and respectful, especially when you want to disagree or provide a counterpoint in the discourse. No “Youtube” style insults or profanities will be permitted, and such contributions will result in point loss or worse, depending on the severity of the infraction. Let’s keep it positive and relevant.
Cheating:

Cheating, in any form, results in failure. Since we are in a university setting of mature adults, this should not be an issue. Please read the University’s Rules and Regulations for relevant information. 

Responsibility:

The instructor assumes responsibility for informing students of any changes in class policy or exam dates. This will be done through BlackBoard announcements. Each student assumes responsibility for noting such information. Thus, failure to attend class is not an acceptable excuse for ignorance of any changes.

Attendance:
Online: The following statement is used for the standard version of this class. For the Online version, I only expect your virtual “attendance” for exams, map quizzes and at least one contribution and one reply to a student or myself during either or both of the discussion/”blogging” activities on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Standard statement: “Students are expected to attend all classes. Consistent attendance offers the most effective opportunity for students to understand concepts, materials and expectations of those courses in which they are enrolled.” This statement of university policy reflects my own approach to attendance. In that spirit, I will hand out an attendance sheet at the beginning of every class. Students are permitted absences based upon:

a. illness or injury which precludes attendance

b. religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents attendance

c. participation in university activities at the request of university authorities

d. compelling circumstances beyond the control of the student

Absences that do not fall into the four categories above are unexcused. 
Class Conduct:

In a university setting, both instructor and students are expected to uphold a professional standard of behavior.  In an online format, this entails the use of respectful and professional language at all times. The instructor and students must promote a positive and constructive atmosphere during online discussions and other activities. Consequently, any threatening or inappropriate communications will count against the offender, and if sufficiently serious, could result in expulsion from the course.

Students with Disabilities: 

If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation. 

Academic Standards Committee statement: 

This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.

Course Introduction:

The study of geography centers on the patterns, distributions and interrelationships of human and ‘natural’ landscapes on the surface of the earth. Through the study of regions and places, spatial patterns and interrelationships, human-environment interaction and the movement of people, goods and ideas, we can gain a much fuller appreciation for patterns of conflict and cooperation in the global system. How are spatial patterns of population, environment and resource use impacting our lives?  How did today’s global economy of core, periphery and semi-periphery evolve? How do these divisions articulate in different places at different scales? Why does ethnic and cultural conflict seem to be so endemic? Which countries, institutions and social classes are most influential in world politics? Finally, how does the issue of geographical representation play a role in shaping our perception of other peoples and places?

This course employs a geopolitical approach to the changing patterns and relationships between power, territory, and states; identities, place and conflict. Likewise, a basic knowledge of the historical geography of the current world order is essential. With this foundational knowledge, the central purpose of the course is for you to learn to think spatially and critically about the global system, and the problems inherent in its current structure and patterns. Geography can help us in this quest, and hopefully lead us to construct more socially and environmentally just and sustainable places and landscapes for ourselves and future generations. 

Course Schedule

Mon-5 January-Let’s purchase the books (If you haven’t already). Then read chapters One and Two from the Main (Smith) text, and the Introduction, Tsunami and Niger chapters from Anderson Cooper’s book. Study Map material from Europe and Central Eurasia in the DiLisio text.
Tu-6 January-Online discussion #1 on the question:

 “What is Geography”? and “How might Georaphy be useful for us in understanding what we read in the newspaper”?  The purpose is to apply some of the concepts to current problems such as tensions between the US and Russia, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the global economic crisis and other matters of current concern. Time: Section 001=11am-1230pm; Section 002= 2pm-330pm. (Note: given the early timeframe of this event, I don’t expect you to have read everything: just provide some evidence that you are engaged with the readings).
Wed-7 January-Online discussion #2 on population issues. The main questions: 
“Is the Earth facing a population crisis?” & “How do issues of population and physical geography have an impact on famines and other crises?” (we can discuss generally and apply to specific regions. Anderson Cooper’s chapters on the Tsunami and Niger should come in handy).

 R-8 January-Map Exercise on Europe and Central Eurasia Asia (DiLisio & Nystrom Atlas)
 (25 Questions)

Fri-9 January-M 12 January: read Chapters Six and Seven on the Cold War, Decolonization and the Current Multipolar Order. (Note: while I certainly recommend reading the material on the “Short Twentieth Century” as valuable background, I will not require it for exam purposes in minimester). Study DiLisio text materials on East Asia and South Asia.
Tu-13 January-Online discussion #3 on the questions:

“Which power center is best positioned to lead the world system by 2020?”

& “Will the US prevail in the ‘Global War on Terror’?”
Wed-14 January-Midterm Exam: 
Both sections: exam available from 9am-9pm. You have 90 minutes to complete the exam.
R-15 January-Map Exercise on East Asia and South Asia (DiLisio & Nystrom Atlas)
 (25 Questions)

Fri-16 January-M19 January-read Chapter Eight on the Global Economy, the chapters on Iraq and Katrina in Anderson Cooper, and the final reading of the course: the clash of ideas between Thomas Friedman and Richard Florida. Study DiLisio text materials on Middle East and Subsaharan Africa.
Tu-20 January-Online discussion #4  will center on Anderson Cooper’s chapter on Iraq: “Why did the US-British invasion and occupation go so badly in 2005?” and “What is the current situation?”

Wed-21 January-Online discussion #5  will center on contrasting ideas in the articles by Thomas Friedman (It’s a Flat World After All”) and Richard Florida (“The World is Spiky”). Who do you think gets it right, and why?
R-22 January-Map Exercise on the Middle East and Subsaharan Africa (DiLisio & Nystrom Atlas)(25 Questions)

Fri-23 January-Final Exam: (material from Chapters Six, Seven and Eight in Main text).  Both sections: exam available from 9am-9pm. You have 120 minutes (2 hours) to complete the exam.
My words of encouragement: remember that you are taking this course to complete three college credits in Geography. Any minimester course, given the compressed nature of the enterprise, is going to entail quite a bit or work in a short period of time. If the readings and work seem to be rather intense, it’s because of the short time frame of our task. By January 23, you will have earned those crucial three credits, and can then safely celebrate your achievement!

