Spring 2009    GEOGRAPHY and Feng Shui     Dr. McKim

Geography 473  Tuesday  6:30 – 9:15 p.m.

Office: Linthicum 44. Phone (410) 704-2968   e mail: wmckim@towson.edu

Office Hours: Mon. Wed. & Fri. 9:00 - 9:50 a.m. and other times by appointment.

Textbook:   Mitchell, Shawne, Exploring Feng Shui,  Franklin Lakes, NJ, New Page Books, 2002. 

INTRODUCTION:  The focus of this course is on understanding Feng Shui and examining the ways in which it complements the study of human activities within the physical and cultural environment.  Spatial patterns of human activities can be described, mapped and analyzed, but the difficult task is to explain why each pattern exists as it does.  The Learning outcome involves understanding the basic terms and principles of Feng Shui and being able to apply them.
Feng Shui can help us to live a better life, be more sensitive to our environment and better answer the why questions in our world.
Evaluation:  The text book and lecture material will be tested in 2 short examinations of approximately 50 points each consisting of multiple choice and matching questions.   A Bagua MAP QUIZ (Tuesday Feb. 10) will ask you to locate the proper colors, elements, and life experiences in each of the 9 sections on an outline Bagua map(25 points).  There will be a written paper (40 points) and a presentation (power point possible) (25 points) near the end of the course. Also, you will write a short (2 pages at most) ESSAY (due Tuesday April 14) in which you are to include a general view of the meaning and scope of geography, your future career plans, and the relevance of geography and Feng Shui in your future everyday life (20 points).  The written assignment will be evaluated based on organization, quality of content, clarity and grammar.  Essay late policy: deduct 5% each week day.   Other short assignments of 5 or 10 points each will make up another 40 points of the course.  Course total = 250 points.

GRADES will be based on 94% -100% = A, 90-93% = A-, 87-89% = B+, 83-86 = B, 80-82% = B-, 77-79% = C+, 70-76 = C,  67-69% = D+, 60-66% = D, and less than 60% = F. Attendance, class participation and improvement on succeeding tests will also play a role in grade determination, particularly in “border-line” cases.
 Make-exams will be given ONLY if you notify me BEFORE the exam with a legitimate reason which must be verified before a grade will be given.

 Academic Dishonesty absolutely will not be accepted in this course.  Cheating on a test or handing in plagiarized materials will result in your expulsion from the course and an automatic failing grade.   

Attendance Note:  Attendance will be taken regularly.  Participation and discussion in class are very much a part of this course.  Material is presented in class which is not in the textbook and text information will be clarified.  Relevant questions and comments in class are encouraged.   Regular attendance will be rewarded with up to 12 additional points added to the course point total.

TOPICAL OUTLINE

     

  TEXT READING
Jan. 27:  Introduction  and definitions


   
Introduction

Feb. 3:  Schools of Feng Shui




Chapter 1

Feb. 10:  Balance and Harmony




Chapter 2

Feb. 17: The Five Elemental Forces of Creation


Chapter 3

Feb. 24: Mapping Your Environment and Review


Chapter 4

Feb. 27: Review 

March 3:  First Test 

Mar. 3:  Remedies for Common Problems



Chapter 5

Mar. 10:  Evaluating Your Surroundings



Chapter 6

Mar. 14:  Spring Break

Mar. 24:  Evaluating your Home and Garden


Chapter 7

Mar. 31: Evaluating Your Business



Chapter 8

April 7: When You Need an Expert & Review


Chapter 9

April 14: Second Test 
April 14:  Evaluating Towson University Offices

April 14:  Evaluating Towson University Buildings and Campus  

April 21:  Evaluating a business & Evaluating Towson business district

April 21:  Evaluating Baltimore 

April 21:  Evaluating a country

April 28:  Presentations of case studies

May 5: Presentations of case studies

May 12 Presentations of case studies

May 12:  Written paper due.

May 19:  Summary and conclusions
Selected Important terms used in Feng Shui 
Chi  

Sha 

Yin  
Yang

Bagua, Pa Kua,   8 Trigram

5 feng shui elements
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