Fall 2008    POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY     Dr. McKim
Geography 381    Monday, Wednesday, & Friday  11:00 - 11:50 a.m.  Li. 0003

Office: Linthicum 44,    Phone  410 704-2968     email:  wmckim@towson.edu
Office Hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri.  10:00 - 10:50 a.m. and other times by appointment.

Textbook:  Glassner, M. & Fahrer, C.,  Political Geography, 3rd Ed. New York: J. Wiley, 2004.

Evaluation:  Three 1 hour tests of approximately equal weighting consist primarily of multiple choice and matching questions with as much as one third of the points from short answer or essay questions.  Three article reviews of two to three pages each are also required.  Each review will count 20 points (approximately 8% of the course for each) and each test will be worth approximately 25% of the course grade.  Attendance, class participation and improvement on the second and third tests will also play a role in grade determination, particularly in “border-line” cases.  Grades will be based on 94% -100% = A, 90-93% = A-, 87-89% = B+, 83-86 = B, 80-82% = B-, 77-79% = C+, 73-76 = C, 70-72% = C-, etc.

Academic Dishonesty absolutely will not be accepted in this course.  Cheating on a test or handing in plagiarized materials may result in your expulsion from the course and an automatic failing grade.  Students with Disabilities: “If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation.”  “This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.”
 Note:  Makeup-exams will be given ONLY if you notify be BEFORE the exam with a legitimate reason which must be verified before a grade will be given.

Attendance Note:  Attendance will be taken regularly.  Your presence in class does obviously have an important effect on what you learn in class and on your grade.  Material will be presented in class which is not in the textbook and text information will be clarified.  Relevant questions and comments in class are encouraged.   Perfect attendance will be rewarded with 4 additional points added to the course point total. 

INTRODUCTION:   Political geography may be defined as the scientific study of the relationships between political behavior and the human environment.  Political activities have an impact on the way people use their environment, economically and socially.  The physical characteristics of the environment influence the political activities and organization.  The application of the geographical approach to this complex set of interrelationships is the focus of this course.

GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN REVIEWS

I.     Full citation of the article or chapter.  For examples:

Doe, John. (1996).  The political geography of terrorism.  Annals of the 
Association of Libyan Geographers.  Vol. 75, no. 2, pp. 839-846. 
Hancock, John. (1776).  The political geography of patriotic terrorism,  in 


The American Revolution.  Philadelphia:  Franklin Press.

II.   Summary of the main ideas.

III.  Your evaluation of the:     a.  content (logical, biased, etc.)     b.  writing (organization, clarity, etc.)
c.  connections with this Political Geography course.

The length of the review would be approximately 2 pages, double-spaced, typewritten.  Proof  read your review!  [Grammar and spelling errers dettract from any writing (don’t they?!)].  Your review will be evaluated on its organization, the quality of your summary (ability to summarize includes selecting the main points and condensing; not repeating the complete article), and your evaluation of the article’s contents, course connections and the author’s writing.  Late policy: subtract 5% of grade (1 point) each week day.

Date
Topics





Reading


Sept. 3      Introduction



Preface & Prologue

Sept. 5
Definitions - geography, political geography
          Chapter 1

Sept. 8
Personal Space and Territoriality


 2

Sept.10
Perceptions of the Political World


 3

Sept. 12
State, nation and nation-state



 4

Sept. 15
The Emergence of States



 5

Sept. 17
Modern Theories about States



 6

Sept. 19
Territory of the state, size & shape, exclaves and enclaves
 7

Sept. 22
Frontiers & Boundaries - functions, classifications 
 
 8

Sept. 24

Boundary disputes



 8

Sept. 26
The Law of the Sea




31

Sept. 29
The Political Geography of the Sea  Article review # 1 due
32

Oct.   1
Review and catch up


Oct.   3
First Hour Test
Oct.   6
Unitary, Federal and Regional States


10

Oct.   8
Anomalous Political Units



11

Oct. 10
Power analysis and Forces of Cohesion


20

Oct. 13
Historical Concepts in Geopolitics


21

Oct. 15
Contemporary Geopolitics



22

Oct. 17
Geopolitics (continued)

Oct. 20
Colonial Empires




17

Oct. 22
The Dismantling of Empires
Article Review # 2 due
18

Oct. 24
The Aftermath of Colonialism



19

Oct. 27
Electoral Geography
(US)



15

Oct. 29
Review and catch up

Oct. 31
Second Hour Test


Nov.  3
Land-locked States




29

Nov.  5
Global Intergovernmental Organizations


27

Nov.  7
Regional Intergovernmental Organizations

28

Nov. 10
Politics of transportation and communication

36

Nov. 12
Politics of transportation and communication

36

Nov. 14
Politics of Ecology, Energy and Land Use


38

Nov. 17
Politics of Ecology, Energy and Land Use


38

Nov. 19
Antarctica and Outer Space

       33 & 34

Nov. 21
Religion





35

Nov. 24
Language and Ethnic Diversity
  Article Review # 3 due
35



Nov. 26  - 30
Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec.  1
The Politics of Population



37

Dec.  3
The Politics of Food




37

Dec.  5
Geography of War and Peace



23

Dec.  8
Terrorism past and present – Geographical patterns

Dec.  10
Political Geography of the Future


39

Dec.  12
Wrap-up and Review

FINAL EXAMINATION – Wednesday Dec. 17  10:15 am
