Fall 2008     HUMAN GEOGRAPHY     Dr. McKim

Geography 109 Section 1 Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM   LH 238

Office: Linthicum 44. Phone (410) 704-2968   e mail: wmckim@towson.edu

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday, 10 am to 10:40 am and/or make an appointment.

Teaching Assistant:  Erica Cress  Office hours 9:30 – 12:30 Tues.  email ecress@towson.edu
Textbook:   Harm deBlij, Alexander Murphy and Erin Fouberg, Human Geography, People, Place and Culture,   8th edition, New York: J. Wiley, 2007.

Required Novel:  Markandaya, Kamala, Nectar in a Sieve, Signet.

Highly Recommended: A recent atlas in your price range.

Recommended but not required:  Student Companion, Wiley, 2007

Evaluation:  Three 1 hour tests of approximately equal weighting consist of multiple choice and matching questions.  Each test will be worth about 60-65 points or about 25% of the course grade.  Three other assignments are worth 20 points each (or 8% of the course each).  A MAP QUIZ (Monday Sept. 15) will ask you to locate 40 places on an outline map.  There will also be a NOVEL QUIZ (Monday Oct. 20) with 20 multiple choice questions on the main characters and main events of the novel.  In an ESSAY (due Monday Nov. 24) you are to include a general view of the meaning and scope of geography, your future career plans, and the relevance of geography in your future everyday life.  Think about the ways the geographic approach as well as geographic knowledge could help you to lead a more successful and satisfying life.  The written assignment (about two type-written, double-spaced pages) will be evaluated based on organization, quality of content, clarity and grammar.  Essay late policy: deduct 5% each week day.

Evaluation:  Grades will be based on 94% -100% = A, 90-93% = A-, 87-89% = B+, 83-86 = B, 80-82% = B-, 77-79% = C+, 70-76 = C,  67-69% = D+, 60-66% = D, and less than 60% = F. Attendance and improvement on succeeding tests will also play a role in grade determination, particularly in “border-line” cases.
 Make-exams will be given ONLY if you notify me BEFORE the exam with a legitimate reason which must be verified before a grade will be given.

 Academic Dishonesty absolutely will not be accepted in this course.  Cheating on a test or hand-ing in plagiarized materials may result in your expulsion from the course and an automatic failing grade.   

Attendance Note:  Attendance will be taken regularly.  Your presence in class will have an impact on what you learn and on your grade.  Material is presented in class which is not in the textbook and text information will be clarified.  Relevant questions and comments in class are encouraged.   Perfect attendance will be rewarded with 4 additional points added to the course point total. Electronic devices must be off/silent during class.

Students with Disabilities: “If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation.” Academic Standards Committee statement: “This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.”

INTRODUCTION:   The focus of this course is on the why questions in the study of human geography.  Spatial patterns of human activities can be described, mapped and analyzed, but the difficult task is to explain why each pattern exists as it does.  This course will emphasize some of the hypotheses which have been proposed and tested to explain human spatial behavior.  Accurate prediction of future patterns and planning for improved utilization of the environment require understanding of the processes which have created the present human landscape.  Interrelationships between the elements of the physical environment, the cultural values, the political and economic organization and world migration patterns all have an important impact on the current spatial patterns of human activities.  “This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.”

TOPICAL OUTLINE OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

      TEXT READING
Introduction  and definitions




 Chapter 1

Location, regions, and perception

Culture:  Traits, complexes, and regions.



Chapter 4


cultural landscapes, hearth, and diffusion

Culture regions and acculturation


 

Race: Human physical variation



Chapter 5

“Processes producing cultural differences”


Handout

Cultural Ecology: cultures and environments

        Chapters 1 & 4


A Geography of Language



               
Chapter 6

First Hour Test  - Monday, October 6

Religious origins and distribution



Chapter 7

Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam


Population distribution and density



Chapter 2

Population growth rates and doubling time





Birth & death rates and demographic cycle

Population policies and NRR and ZPG





Migration: causes and patterns
(including distance decay)
          
Chapter 3

Migration: classifications






Refugees








Development





Chapter 10
Second Hour Test –Monday, November 10
Nutrition patterns





Pages 2-3

Medical geography and the distribution of health




Spatial patterns of diseases




Chapter 10

Agriculture:  origins
and diffusions 


            
Chapter 11


(primary, secondary and tertiary industries defined)



Agriculture:  commercial and subsistence






Why are certain crops grown in certain places?


von Thunen’s model for commercial agriculture

p. 340

Urbanization - definitions, origins and diffusions

      
Chapter  9

Urban place and location - “site” and “situation”




Urban structure - industrial and pre-industrial cities
                   
pp. 276 - 280

Industry and services - types and industrial location factors

Chapter 12

Changing climates





Chapter 13

Globalization





Chapter 14

FINAL EXAMINATION – Thursday, December 18, 8:00 am
