[image: ]








UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

September 28, 2009
Minutes

The first meeting of the 2009/2010 University Curriculum Committee was be held on Monday, September 28, at 3:30 p.m. in Cook Library's Towson Room (Cook 507, fifth floor).  

Present: Denniston, (Faller),Faulkner, Giordani, Gasparich, (Gass), Hazlett, Lee, Lobel, Miller, Turner, Woods, Zimmerman

Note: Prof. Faller reminded the group that he is leaving the committee to assume duties as department chair; Ms. Gass is rotating off, having reached the end of her term.

Greg Faller announced that he and Shana Gass had met with Laura Brown about changes in programs for the Catalog; he also reminded the group that departments must submit updates themselves. He distributed the letter that Patrick McKoen has just sent to departments requesting those updates.

1) Election of Committee Chair & Secretary: The committee elected Jay Zimmerman Chair and Tracy Miller Secretary after Greg Faller and Shana Gass announced that they were leaving the committee. Both agreed to help with the transition.
2) Minutes of May 2009 UCC meeting were approved as submitted. 
3) Annual Report for 2008-2009 was approved as submitted.
4) Proposed new major in IT – Professor Scott Hilberg represented the department. He pointed out that MHEC has approved the letter of intent, and the proposal contained letters of support from chairs of departments with which there might be overlap. Gail Gasparich pointed out that the forms to approve any new courses were with her committee, and so Greg Faller moved and Gail Gasparich seconded approval of the proposal. It passed 9 -0-0.
5) Proposed changes to the Theatre Arts major – Professor Jay Herzog. This proposal was deferred to a later meeting inasmuch as no representative from the department was able to attend.
6) Proposed changes to the Social Sciences Major – Professor Miriam Sealock; The proposal was to include two additional History courses (160 and 161) among the options for this major. In addition, courses that had been in the major as SOCI are now listed under CRMJ. Greg Faller moved and Maggie Faulkner seconded approval of the proposal; it passed 9 – 0-  0.
7) Proposed changes to the German and Spanish minors – Professor John McLucas.Because of confusion about the fact that 200-level courses would count as part of the German major but not Spanish, French or Italian majors, Shana Gass moved to accept the proposal; Greg Faller moved to table the motion to approve John Turner seconded. The proposal to table passed 6 – 2 – 0.
8) Proposed changes to the Spanish Secondary Education track of the Foreign Languages major – Professor John McLucas. Students would have an option to take either 407 or 408 and 306. Maggie Faulkner moved and Gail Gasparich seconded the motion to approve, and it passed 9 – 0 – 0.
9) Proposed new Meteorology minor – Professor Kent Barnes. Professor Beth Hall represented the department.  She pointed out that the courses we teach have the maximum enrollment and that it would be the first such program in Maryland. Professor Hall cleared up some confusion, pointing out that one elective MUST come from outside the department; up to four electives MAY come from outside the department. Tracy Miller moved and Maggie Faulkner seconded approval, and it passed 9 – 0 – 0.
10) Proposed changes to the English major – Professor Edwin Duncan. Professor Florence Newman represented the department. The requirement that one pre-1900 course in addition to Shakespeare be added to the Literature Track is in line with programs elsewhere and with the expertise of faculty. Shana Gass moved and John Turner seconded approval; it passed 9 – 0 – 0.
11) Honors College Curriculum Committee & Course Approval – Interim Dean Michael O’Pecko. Professor O’Pecko brought revised procedures to approval courses for the Honors College. There was discussion about whether a seminar not carrying GenEd credit needed to go through the Course Approval Reporting Subcommittee. The UCC decided that they did not. There was discussion about terminology and changes in language were suggested; there also was discussion about exactly where certain documents reside (confusion about Faculty Handbook vs. website). Greg Faller moved and Tracy Miller seconded approval of the procedures with changes. Approved 9 – 0 – 0.
There was discussion about distribution of materials for the UCC, and use of a Sharepoint site will be explored. In the meantime, proposals will continue to be sent to the Library. As I understand it, Ms. Woods (with Ms. Gass’ and Ms. French’s help) will prepare and distribute materials and will do the agenda. I will do the minutes? 
Greg Faller moved that we adjourn, and a lot of people seconded.
12) Date of next UCC: October 12

Respectfully submitted,
Tracy E. Miller
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