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Towson University’s

      

Asian Arts & Culture Center


  Presents 


Huun Huur Tu:  The Throat Singers of Tuva



COLOR PHOTO’S AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY
Towson University’s Asian Arts & Culture Center presents Huun Huur Tu:  The Throat Singers of Tuva, Sunday, March 9 at 3 p.m. in the Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Hall located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives.    The world famous Throat Singers of Tuvan Hunn Hurr Tu will amaze with their mystical and sophisticated overtone singing.  Tuvan pastoral music is intimately connected to an ancient tradition of animism, the belief that natural objects and phenomena have souls or are inhabited by spirits.

Huun-Huur-Tu, having completed its fourth tour in North America, and a veteran of concert and festival performances in nearly every country of Europe, has emerged as the foremost international representative of Tuva's musical culture.        The Tuvans, a South Siberian Turkic people who number some 150,000, preserve what are some of the world's oldest forms of music-making. What binds these forms together is their use of mimesis, or imitation for aesthetic purposes. By imitating or aesthetically representing the sounds of 
- more -

nature, human music-makers seek to link themselves to the beings and forces that most concern them such as domestic animals, the physical environment of mountains and grasslands, and the elemental energies of wind, water and light. The best known genre of Tuvan music, xöömei (throat-singing), comprises what one might call a lexicon of musical onomatopoeia in which natural sounds are mimetically transformed into musical representations.  Additional information can be found at the Web site www.huunhuurtu.com/.
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   Kaigal-ool Khovalyg  is a self-taught overtone singer.   Khovalyg worked as a shepherd until the age of 21, when he was invited to join the Tuvan State Ensemble. He settled in Kyzyl and started teaching throat singing and igil. A co-founder of Huun-Huur-Tu, he left the State Ensemble  to devote his attention to the quartet. He has performed and recorded with the Tuva Ensemble, Vershki da Koreshki, the World Groove Band and the Volkov Trio. Covering a range from tenor to bass, Khovalyg is particularly known for his unique rendition of the khöömei and kargyraa singing styles.                            
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Sayan Bapa, child of a Tuvan father and Russian mother, grew up in the industrial town Ak-Dovurak. He received his musical training in Kislovodsk, Northern Caucasus, where he played fretless bass in a Russian jazz-rock band for several years. In the early 1990s he returned to Tuva to study his roots, and became a member of a folk-rock band, performing traditional Tuvan music on electric instruments. A co-founder of Huun-Huur-Tu, Bapa is a versatile string instrumentalist, and performs on the doshpuluur, igil and acoustic guitar. As a vocalist he is currently specializing in the kargyraa style. 

 
- more -
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Radik Tolouche (Tiuliush) was born in the Ovur area of The Republic of Tuva, near the border with Mongolia. He has been interested in studying and performing folk music since childhood, and learned throat-singing from his grand-dad. While Toluche was still in secondary school, his family moved to Kyzyl. After receiving his high school diploma, he began studying medicine. Upon graduation he worked at the Centre of Folk Medicine in Kyzyl. He later graduated from the Chyrgal-ool Arts School (Kyzyl), where he had been studying igil. He participated in various Tuvan rock and folk collectives. Tolouche teaches igil at the Kerndenbilija Arts School of The Republic of Tuva.   He joined Huun-Huur-Tu in 2005.
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Alexei Saryglar joined the ensemble in 1995.  He completed his musical training in Ulan Ude as a percussionist for classical and popular music, and became a member of the large Russian state ensemble 'Siberian Souvenir'. A multi-talented performer, Saryglar makes his mark as a sygyt singer, and his expertise with traditional Tuvan percussion and string instruments naturally extends into the art of piano playing. Like the other members of the ensemble, he resides in Kyzyl when not on tour. 
 
Tickets are $15 general; $12 seniors and students and $10 Asian Arts & Culture Center members and are available at the Center for the Arts Box Office located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives on the campus of Towson University.   Box Office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and one hour prior to performance. Tickets can be purchased on the Web at www.towson.edu.centerforthearts.  For additional information, please call the Towson University Center for the Arts Box Office at 410-704-2787. 
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