For immediate release:         February 14, 2008
Media contact (not for publication):      Sedonia M. Martin

410-704-6055

smartin@towson.edu
Box Office for Tickets (for publication):               410-704-2787

Towson University

Presents 

An American Premiere, Hip Hop, Collaborative Improvisation, 

Throat Singers of Tuva, American Art Songs, Jazz, Childhood Songs for Grownups, 

and 
The Sounds of Your Life for March 2008


     Special Guest Artists Include Paul Sperry, The Kassian-Howard Duo and Gary Rubin

The Department of Music at Towson University presents an eclectic mix of musical programming for the month of March.   Concerts include  the winners of the Maryland/D.C. National Association of Teachers of Singing, a faculty  improvisation jazz  recital, the American Premiere of the Concerto for Classical Guitar and Jazz Orchestra, Pro Musica Rara’s Boccherini In Shadow and Light concert, Huun Huur Tu:  The Throat Singers of Tuva, From My Homeland – An American Art Song Master Class featuring Paul Sperry, quinTUs, Towson University Faculty Voice Quintet, The Sounds of Your Life An Evening with Gary Rubin, a Jazz Faculty Ensemble concert, The United States Navy Band and the Kassian-Howard Duo.  
For ticket charges and additional information, please call 410-704-2787.  Tickets can be purchased on the Web at centerforthearts.towson.edu.  Tickets are available for events through the Center for the Arts Box Office located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus Drive.  Box Office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and one hour prior to performances.  Gift certificates are available.

- more -

WINNER’S RECITAL

Maryland/D.C. National Association of Teachers of Singing Local Auditions

Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Saturday, March 1, 3:30 p.m.

Maryland and D.C. National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) is an organization of more than 150 teachers and voice professionals who annually hold auditions for their students.  Winners from the local auditions go on to compete at the regional and national levels.  The winners are presented in recital at the end of the daylong adjudications.  More than 27 vocal categories ranging from high school to advanced professionals will be presented during the concert.

Admission is free.

DAVE BALLOU FACULTY RECITAL FEATURING 3081
Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Monday, March 3, 8:15 p.m.

In this faculty recital, Towson University music professor Dave Ballou features 3081, a collaborative ensemble of Baltimore-based improvising musicians including John Dierker, saxophones and clarinet, Michael Formanek, acoustic bass,  and Will Redman, percussion.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors and $5 students

THE AMERICAN PREMIERE:  CONCERTO FOR CLASSICAL GUITAR AND JAZZ ORCHESTRA

By Paul Hart

Towson University Jazz Orchestra

Jim McFalls, director

Michael Decker, classical guitar

Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Wednesday, March 5, 8:15 p.m.

Paul Hart’s Concerto for Guitar and Jazz Orchestra was commissioned to be performed at London’s South Bank Summer Music Festival by the National Youth Jazz Orchestra with guitarist John Williams.  It premiered at Queen Elizabeth Hall and recorded on Sony/CBS.  Today, the concerto has not been performed for nearly 20 years; the music was never published in a printed edition and many parts were lost or missing.  In 2007 music professor Michael Decker, working with the composer’s original manuscript and recordings, painstakingly created a score and performance parts which will be published by Stanza Music in London.

WE ARE HIP HOP TOO!

University Union, PAWS

Thursday, March 6, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

A collective performance featuring hip hop, spoken word and new-soul from K. Love the Infinite, Spoken Wordz, Dionne, Gray the Poet and Sankofa Griottes.  

Admission is free.
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PRO MUSICA RARA PRESENTS BOCCHERINI IN SHADOW AND LIGHT
Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Saturday, March 8, 8 p.m.

Pro Musica Rara performs in concert with guest artist Ann Monoyios, soprano, and soloists Cynthia Roberts and Ivan Stefanovich, violin Sharon Myer, viola, Allen Whear and Michael Kannen, cello.  The program includes Luigi Boccherini’s Quintet in E Major and Stabat Mater (1781) for Soprano and String Quintet.
Tickets: $25 general admission; $10 students
HUUN HUUR TU:  THE THROAT SINGERS OF TUVA
Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Sunday, March 9, 3 p.m.

In conjunction with the Ancient Bronzes of Asian Grasslands exhibition in the Asian Arts Gallery, the world famous Throat Singers of Tuvan Hunn Hurr Tu will amaze the audience with their mystical and sophisticated overtone singing.  Tuvan pastoral music is intimately connected to an ancient tradition of animism, the belief that natural objects and phenomena have souls or are inhabited by spirits.

Tickets:  $15 general admission; $12 seniors and students; $10 AA&CC members; $5 Towson University students

FROM MY HOMELAND – AN AMERICAN ART SONG MASTER CLASS

Paul Sperry, tenor

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Tuesday, March 11, 7 p.m.

The legendary American art song interpreter Paul Sperry presents a guest artist master class in American Art Song.  Sperry is an internationally known tenor with more than 50 recordings and publications.  As one of America’s leading exponents of contemporary American Art Song, Sperry has worked closely with many of America’s most prominent and important song composers.  This master class is supported by the Ruth and Arno Drucker Fund for Vocal Performance.
Admission is free.

CHILDHOOD SONGS FOR GROWNUPS:  PETS, RHYMES & TALES

quinTUs:  Towson University Faculty Voice Quintet

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Wednesday, March 12, 6 p.m.

Towson’s professional vocal quintet, quinTUs, featuring Theresa Bickham, soprano, Leneida Crawford, mezzo-soprano, Tony Boutté, tenor, and Phillip Collister, baritone, are joined by Karen Kennedy, piano, performing a light program of songs inspired by childhood memories, fairytales, animals and food.  Included on the program is Liza Lehmann’s song cycle, Nonsense Songs:  The Songs That Came Out Wrong from Alice in Wonderland and selections from PetPourri by Deborah Wicks La Puma a whimsical concert musical about pets and how they affect our lives.    Also included on the program are songs about food, narration of familiar fairytales and multimedia.  

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $9 seniors, faculty and staff; $5 students
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THE SOUNDS OF YOUR LIFE AN EVENING WITH GARY RUBIN

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Saturday, March 22, 7:30 p.m.
It’s a dazzling concert evening featuring Towson University’s own Gary Rubin and Brent Hardesty, Baltimore’s premiere jingle-master on piano performing all your favorite songs, including Bon Jovi’s It’s My Life, Michael Bublé’s Everything, Willie Nelson’s, Always on My Mind , Frank Sinatra's Foggy Day in London Town and many more.

Tax-deductible contributions to the Nancy Gail Rubin Memorial Scholarship Endowment will be accepted.  

JAZZ FACULTY ENSEMBLE I

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Tuesday, March 25, 8:15 p.m.

In the first of two concerts, members of the Towson University jazz faculty offer an evening of original compositions by ensemble members and arrangements of jazz standards.
Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors and $5 students

UNITED STATES NAVY BAND

Captain George N. Thompson, Commanding Officer and Leader

Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Saturday, March 29, 8:15 p.m.

The Navy Band is recognized by many as the worlds finest and is staffed by some of the nation’s best musicians.  The program features wind band music, marches and patriotic selections.

Admission is free, but tickets are required.  Please contact the Box Office to reserve tickets.

THE KASSIAN-HOWARD DUO

Jeffrey Howard, violin

Anna Soukiassian, piano

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Sunday, March 30, 3 p.m.

Towson University faculty member Jeffrey Howard performs works by Beethoven, Prokofiev and Sarasate.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors and $5 students
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