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Towson University Presents 


the 




American Premiere of Paul Hart’s



Concerto for Classical Guitar and Jazz Orchestra




Music has not been performed for over 20 years
Towson University presents the American premiere of Paul Hart’s Concerto for Classical Guitar and Jazz Orchestra, Wednesday, March 5, at 8:15 p.m. in the Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives.  The concert features the 33 member Towson University Jazz Orchestra, Jim McFalls director and Michael Decker, classical guitar.  
Paul Hart’s Concerto for Guitar and Jazz Orchestra was commissioned to be performed at London’s South Bank Summer Music Festival by the National Youth Jazz Orchestra with guitarist John Williams.  It was premiered at Queen Elizabeth Hall and recorded on Sony/CBS.  Today, the Concerto has not been performed for nearly 20 years; the music was never published in a printed edition and many parts were lost or missing.  In 2007 music professor Michael Decker, working with the composer’s original manuscript and recordings, painstakingly created a score and performance parts which will be published by Stanza Music in London.  Decker, using Sibelius, could hear the music as he wrote each missing part taking over 600 hours to type in each note and its duration for each instrument.  The jazz orchestra features 33 players including bass trombone, piccolo, synthesizer, vibes and six more trumpets.
- more -
Paul Hart is acclaimed as one of Europe’s foremost contemporary musicians. A composer and arranger, with his partner Joe Campbell, Hart is Britain’s leading jingle writer and scorer of music for television and feature films. In addition to music for the electronic media, Hart has written concert music for the London Symphony Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, and The King’s Singers; however the majority of his concert works were composed for the Bill Ashton and the National Youth Jazz Orchestra (NYJO).  Hart played with NYJO beginning in 1971 and studied piano and composition at The Royal College of Music until 1973 when he left school to begin a career as a bass guitarist with John Dankworth which progressed into the position as Cleo Laine’s piano accompanist and jazz violinist. Later Hart joined Sky, the rock band largely comprised of top session musicians and whose most famous member was classical guitarist John Williams. 

Michael Decker coordinates the music department’s programs in guitar performance and music industry.  A graduate of Millersville University and the Peabody Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University, he is nationally recognized for his work as a performer, conductor, pedagogue, author and arts administrator.   Decker performs as a first-call freelance musician in Baltimore and Washington.   He has performed and recorded with the Baltimore and National Symphony Orchestras and performed as orchestral musician for the Kennedy Center Opera House, Baltimore Opera, Center Stage, Lyric Theatre, Morris A. Mechanic Theatre, Res Musica,  Folger Shakespeare Theatre and Choral Arts Society.  Decker has played on more than 100 recording sessions for commercial records, television and film, including two Grammy Awards and one RIAA-certified gold record. He has performed throughout the United States, Canada and Europe. Decker performed on mandolin and bouzouki with Placido Domingo and The Washington Opera for their summer Japan Tour.

Jim McFalls began studying trombone at age 9 and, at 14, was performing professionally in community concert bands, polka groups, rock bands and jazz combos throughout the Central Pennsylvania area.   He retired from the military after his 17-year worldwide touring and recording stint with the Jazz Ambassadors, the premier touring jazz ensemble of the U.S. Army.  As a freelance musician, he has been performing with Chuck Brown, Washington, DC’s “Godfather of Go-Go,” and appearances with the Baltimore Symphony Pops Orchestra, the critically acclaimed Great American Music Ensemble, the popular nationwide show “The Four Kings of Rhythm and Blues,” and the Kennedy Center Orchestra. McFalls’ recording credits include numerous major-label projects as a featured soloist. Currently, he is a member of the RETOX HORNS of the highly acclaimed band Carey Ziegler’s Expensive Hobby and he performs as a regular member of the internationally renowned Capitol Bones.

- more -
Tickets are $15 general and $7 for students and are available at the Center for the Arts Box Office located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives on the campus of Towson University.   Box Office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and one hour prior to performance.  Tickets can be purchased on the Web at www.towson.edu.centerforthearts.  For additional information, please call the Towson University Center for the Arts Box Office at 410-704-2787.   
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