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NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN READ-IN DAY

University Union Susquehanna Terrace

Monday, February 4, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Join over a million readers across the county in the 18th annual National African American Read-In to celebrate African American writers and poets.  Sponsored by the Department of English and the African American Cultural Center in conjunction with the Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).

Admission is free.

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN DEFENSE OF AMERICA

2008 Black History Month

University Union Room 317

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 4 – 6 p.m.

This memorabilia exhibition documents the heroic contributions of black soldiers to American military history on the eve of the 60th anniversary of Executive Order 9981, signed by 1948 by President Harry S. Truman to end all segregation in the United States armed forces.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

DR. BEN CARSON

University Union Potomac Lounge

Thursday, February 7, 8 p.m.

Celebrates Black History Month with a lecture featuring famous Baltimore pediatric neurosurgeon, Dr. Ben Carson.  Listen to his inspiration journey from inner city Detroit to Yale Medical School and beyond.

Admission is free.
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THE U.S VS. ART THIEVES
Department of Art Lecture Series

Robert K. Wittman, guest lecturer

Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Thursday, February 7, 6:30 p.m.

Robert K. Wittman, Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Art Crime Team, and a Towson University alumnus, serves as the FBI’s investigative expert worldwide specializing in art, antiques, jewelry and gem identification lectures on international art crime.  He has been responsible for the recovery of more than $215 million worth of stolen art and cultural property and has been instrumental in the prosecution and conviction of numerous individuals involved in these crimes. Wittman has been designated as the Senior Investigator of the FBI’s rapid deployment national Art Crime Team (ACT).   

Admission is free.

HI DE HO ZOOT SUITER FROM BALTIMORE

Asian Arts Gallery

Friday, February 1 – Friday, February 29

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. – African American Cultural Center, 



           University Union, Room 317

An exhibition of paintings, photographs and memorabilia celebrating the life of the world renown entertainer Cab Calloway on the 100th year of his birth.  The exhibition highlights the early influences in Baltimore which shaped a career in music, film, TV, radio fashion and the legitimate stage.  Original paintings by Baltimore artist Nathaniel Gibbs depict early black Baltimore.  The exhibition is sponsored by the Black-Jewish Forum of Baltimore (BIEWS), highlights the influence of Yiddish music on the Galloway musical offerings.  

Admission is free.

MFA THESIS EXHIBITION  

Ellen Harper – History Lessons

Holtzman MFA Gallery, Center for the Arts

Friday, February 8 - Friday, March 7

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 7:30  - 9 p.m.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MFA candidate Ellen Harper works in interdisciplinary media.  Her artwork encompasses a wide variety of media such as drawing, sculpture, fashion design, photography and performance to create installations and specific environments which explore the role of women and notions of beauty.  Often employing makeup as a drawing medium and referencing corsetry and Victorian fashion in her clothing, Harper draws from the past to question what it means to be a woman in contemporary society.  There will be a performance at the reception.

Admission is free.

- more -

ILLUSTRATION:  A HISTORICAL LOOK

Center for the Arts Gallery

Friday, February 8 – Friday, March 7

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 7:30  - 9 p.m.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Spanning the 20th century, this comprehensive exhibition of historical illustration includes 500 original masterworks from the permanent collection of the Society of Illustrators Museum of American Illustration.  Works represent each decade from 1890 – 2000, demonstrating the evolution of the illustrator’s role in society.  Included in the exhibit are early black-and-white illustrations created by Gibson and Raleigh, juicy story illustrations by LaGatta, Tepper, Cornwell and Helck, advertisements for cigarettes, automobiles and travel, 1950s story art by Whitmore, Whitcomb and Bowler, and works by the current stars of today, such as Kelley, Duillo, Fuchs and Hooks.

Admission is free.

FACULTY RECITAL:  STEPHEN FRAMIL, CELLO, CARLA TRYNCHUK, VIOLIN

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Friday, February 8, 8:15 p.m.

Towson University faculty member Stephen Framil, cello, is joined by Carla Trynchuk, violin, for a concert featuring Johan Halvorsen’s Passacaglia, Luigi Boccherini’s Sonata for Violin & Cello, Maurice Ravel’s Sonate pour Violon et Violoncello and Zoltan Kodaly’s Duo for Violin & Cello, Op. 7.

Tickets:  $10 general admission; $5 seniors and students

THE SCIENCE OF CHOCOLATE:  FROM THE TREES TO YOUR STOMACH

Smith Hall Room 326

Saturday, February 9, 10 a.m.

Dr. James A. Saunders, director, Molecular Biology, Biochemisty & Bioinformatics, Towson University

Learn about the trials and tribulations of how chocolate is made, growing from the trees of the world’s tropical rainforests to the delicious treats that are part of our culture. Get your taste buds ready because samples will be given during the presentation!
Admission is free
ANCIENT BRONZES OF THE ASIAN GRASSLANDS

Center for the Arts, Asian Art Gallery

Saturday, February 9 – Saturday, March 29

Curator’s Talk:  Saturday, February 9, 2 – 3 p.m.

Opening Reception:  Saturday, February 9, 3 -5 p.m.

Gallery hours:  Monday – Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m.

On loan from the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation and curated by Dr. Trudy S. Kawami, this exhibition focuses on the Eastern and Asian steps that were home to a remarkable ancient culture whose art, richly decorated with animal motifs, is only beginning to be understood by scholars.  An exhibition of contemporary Mongolian artwork, made possible by the Embassy of Mongolia, will also be on view to complement the ancient bronzes.  The exhibition is part of The Arthur M. Sackler Foundation and the Embassy of Mongolia, Washington, D.C.

Admission is free.
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MARYLAND CLARINET SEMINAR AT TOWSON UNIVERSITY

Elizabeth Crawford, assistant professor of clarinet, Ball State University

David Jones, clarinet

Marguerite Levin, assistant professor of clarinet, Towson University

The President’s Own, United States Marine Band Clarinet Choir

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Sunday, February 10

1 p.m. Master Class, David Jones

2 p.m. Recital, Elizabeth Crawford

3:15 p.m. Master Class, Elizabeth Crawford

4:30 p.m. Recital, David Jones

6 p.m. Concert, United States Marine Band Clarinet Choir

Renowned clarinet professionals present an afternoon of clarinet playing and teaching concluding with a concert by the 25-member United States Marine Band Clarinet Choir.   The Maryland Clarinet Seminar is sponsored by Towson University Bands and Buffet International.

Tickets:  $20 general admission; $10 seniors and students – Tickets include all master classes and recitals. Admission is free to the Clarinet Choir concert.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION

2008 Black History Month

University Union Potomac Lounge

Tuesday, February 12, 6 p.m.

Celebrate the life and time of Dr. King through music, song and dance.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

A HOLOCAUST TALK WITH PROFESSOR ALAN ROSEN

Center for the Arts Ruth Marder Theatre

Tuesday, February 12, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Dr. Alan Rosen, scholar of Holocaust literature at Yad Vashem and author of Sounds of Defiance:  The Holocaust, Multilingualism, and the Problem of English, as well as many other works on the Holocaust, will talk about the literary responses to the Holocaust on Israel’s 60th anniversary.

Admission is free.

VIVA L’ OPERA!  AN EVENING OF OPERA SCENES & ARIAS

Center for the Arts, Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Tuesday, February 12, 8:15 p.m.

The faculty of the voice division at Towson University present a varied evening of opera scenes, duets, trios and arias extracted from masterworks of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. Scenes include selections from Mozart’s Don Giovanni and Die Zauberflöte, Verdi’s La Traviata, Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’amore, Ward’s The Crucible and many others.

Tickets:  $12 general admission; $10 seniors, faculty and staff; $5 students

- more -

LOVE IS BEAUTIFUL VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE

2008 Black History Month

Thursday, February 14, 8 p.m.- 12 a.m.

Not sure how to spend your Valentines Day?  Bring your partner, or prepare to meet someone new, for a rock-your-socks event filled with food, fun and dancing.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

THE JAZZ AMBASSADORS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY FIELD BAND

Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall

Thursday, February 14, 8:15 p.m.

Bring your sweetheart for a concert by one of the finest jazz ensembles in the world.  The program features a diverse repertoire including big band swing, Latin, contemporary jazz, standards, popular tunes, Dixieland and patriotic selections.

Admission is free however tickets must be reserved in advance.  Please call the Box Office to reserve.

THE “N” WORLD:  AN EXHIBITION DEBATE

University Union Susquehanna Terrace

Wednesday, February 13, 4 – 5 p.m.

In co-sponsorship with the Brotherhood, the Towson University Speech and Debate program presents an exhibition debate on the underlying causes and effects of the use of the “N” word in popular culture and within language communities across the United States. Sponsored by the Department of Mass Communication and Communication Studies, the Towson University Speech and Debate program and the Brotherhood.

Admission is free.

BUS EXCURSION TO THE CITY OF MURALS – PHILADELPHIA, PA

Saturday, February 16, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

University Union Loading Dock

The city of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program (MAP) is the nation’s largest public arts initiative.  Since 1984, MAP has created more than 2,700 murals and works of public art, earning Philadelphia international recognition as the City of Murals.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

TEMPESTUOUS MUSIC FROM SOVIET RUSSIA

Baltimore Trio

Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall
Sunday, February 17, 7:30 p.m.

This concert features the Shostakovich Piano Trio, Arno Babajanian’s Piano Trio in F sharp minor as well as his Armenian Rhapsody for Two Pianos.  The Baltimore Trio includes Cecylia Barczyk, cello, Jeffrey Howard, violin, Reynaldo Reyes, piano and guest pianist Anna Soukiassian.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors, faculty and staff; $5 students

- more -

TUESDAYS AT TOWSON:  FRENCH DELIGHTS

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Tuesday, February 19, 7:30 p.m.

This concert features the capricious Suite for Clarinet, Violin and Piano by Darius Milhaud, the Divertissement by Jean Francaix for oboe, clarinet and bassoon, Three Watercolors for flute, cello and piano by Phillipe Gaubert and Frank Martin’s Quatre Sonnets á Cassandre for mezzo-soprano, flute, viola and cello.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors; $5 student

SONGSCAPES

MFA Theatre Thesis Performance

Written and Performed by Lane Pianta

Center for the Arts MFA Theatre Lab

Thursday, February 21 – Saturday, February 23, 8 p.m.

Lane Pianta, MFA in Theatre candidate, presents Songscapes a fusion of music and action residing somewhere between dance, pantomime and what is called “straight” theatre.

Tickets:  $2 general admission; free to students

THE SPIRIT OF A WOMAN

2008 Black History Month

Center for the Arts Ruth Marder Theatre

Thursday, February 21, 7 p.m.

Celebrate the achievements of some of the most remarkable women in history.  This multimedia performance tells the story of the contributions of African American women who devoted their lives to help others in the areas of social reform, women’s rights, education, the arts and athletics.  Sponsored by Towson University’s African American Cultural Center and Housing and Residence Life.

Admission is free.

INDEPENDENT FILMMAKERS CHRIS LAMARTINA AND JIMMY GEORGE

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium

Friday, February 22, 7 p.m.

Independent filmmakers Chris LaMartina (EMF ’07) and Jimmy George screen their recent award-winning horror film Book of Lore.  LaMartina was named by the Baltimore City Paper as Best Filmmaker of 2006 (Dead Teenagers).  Book of Lore won the Best Picture Award at the 2007 ShockFest International Film Festival.  The filmmakers will introduce the film and hold a Q & A after the screening.

Admission is free.

DISTRICT 7 NATIONAL QUALIFIER DEBATE TOURNAMENT

Linthicum Hall

Saturday, February 23, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Sunday, February 24, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Towson University hosts the District & National Qualifier Debate Tournament.  Debate teams from Mary Washington, Georgetown, Liberty and Pittsburgh Universities compete against each other and Towson University Tiger debate team.  

Admission is free.
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A BIT OF SALSA!

Joseph Turner, guest artist, Associate Principal Oboe, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

Quintrigre – Towson University Wind Quintet

Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Sunday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.

The first half of this concert features two rarely heard works for woodwind quintet, the charming Romantic work by August Klughardt and the Quintette (en forme de Choros) by Brazilian Heitor Villa-Lobos.  The work was co-commissioned with 24 other wind quintets in the United States, Suite Cantabile for Woodwind Quintet by American composer Bill Douglas.  The concert ends with Libertango by Astor Piazolla.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors and $5 students

TASTE OF CULTURE

University Union Potomac Lounge

Tuesday, February 26, 12 – 1 p.m.

Join the Student Diversity Council for an event full of flavor, music and multiculturalism.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

SPEAK OUT:  A SPEECH HOUR

University Union Susquehanna Terrace

Wednesday, February 27, 4 – 5 p.m.

Members of the Towson University Speech team share presentations of persuasive, informative, humorous and highly analytical speeches in a hour designed to showcase the hard work of these students on changing the world with their speech art. Sponsored by the Department of Mass Communication and Communication Studies and the Towson University Speech and Debate program.   

Admission is free.

NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE PRESENTS:  AN EVENING WITH PAUL RUDY
Center for the Arts Recital Hall

Wednesday, February 27, 7 p.m. lecture;  8:15 p.m. concert

Composer and video artist Paul Rudy presents a lecture on his recent creative work.  The lectured is followed by a concert featuring Rudy’s computer music and integrated works for multi-channel music and video images.  For additional information, please visit www.towson.edu/composers/nme.

Tickets:  $13 general admission; $7 seniors and $5 students

THE INVENTION OF PERSIA IN CLASSICAL ATHENS

H.A. Shapiro, W.H. Collins Vickers Professor of Archaeology, Johns Hopkins University

Linthicum Hall Room 200

Tuesday, February 26, 5 p.m.

Professor H.A. Shapiro, is the holder of the W.H. Collins Vickers Chair in Archaeology in the department of classics at Johns Hopkins University.  He is a distinguished scholar who has published many books and articles.  The lecture is co-sponsored by Towson University’s Art History and Classical Studies Programs.

Admission is free.
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CONVERGENCE

Towson University BFA in Dance Senior Project Seminar Class

Center for the Arts Room 1003

Friday, February 29, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 1, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 2, 2 p.m.

Towson University seniors in the BFA in dance program present a concert to witness and experience the convergence of ideas, growth and process.  

Tickets:  $10 general admission; $5 seniors and students
For ticket charges and additional information, please call 410-704-2787.  Tickets can be purchased on the Web at centerforthearts.towson.edu.  Tickets are available for events through the Center for the Arts Box Office located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus Drive.  Box Office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and one hour prior to performances.  Gift certificates are available.

Gallery hours for the Center for the Arts and Holtzman MFA Gallery are Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gallery hours for the Asian Arts & Culture Center are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 1-4 p.m. For additional information, please call 410-704-2807 or visit www.towson.edu/asianarts.
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