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The U.S. vs. Art Thieves

Towson University

presents

FBI Special Agent and Towson University Alumnus

Robert K. Wittman
Agent responsible for recovering more than $215 million worth of stolen art
Editor’s Note: We are unable to supply a photograph of Mr. Wittman because he works undercover. High-resolution digital images of the FBI’s Art Crime Team logo and of objects from the FBI’s Top 10 list of art crime cases are available by contacting us.   

Towson University Department of Art Lecture Series presents The U.S. vs. Art Thieves featuring FBI Special Agent and Towson University alumnus Robert K. Wittman for a lecture on Thursday, Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Center for the Arts Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives.  The lecture is free and open to the public.  The lecture coincides with the opening reception for the gallery openings for the MFA Thesis Exhibition, the Hi De Ho Zoot Suiter From Baltimore Exhibition and the Illustration:  A Historical Look Exhibition all located in the Center for the Arts galleries.

The FBI established a rapid deployment Art Crime Team in 2004. The team is composed of 12 Special Agents, each responsible for addressing art and cultural property crime cases in an assigned geographic region. The Art Crime Team is coordinated through the FBI's Art Theft Program, located at FBI Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Art Crime Team agents receive specialized training in art and cultural property investigations and assist in art related investigations worldwide in cooperation with foreign law enforcement officials and FBI Legal Attaché offices. The U.S. Department of Justice has assigned three 
- more -

Special Trial Attorneys to the Art Crime Team for prosecutive support. 

In his lecture, U.S. vs. Art Thieves, Special Agent Wittman will discuss the United States’ renewed efforts to break up crime rings that steal and smuggle priceless works of art, loot archaeological sites and churn out forgeries, as well as some of his own experiences in his almost 18 years on the FBI’s art beat. Wittman whose investigative work takes him around the world and undercover, has been responsible for the recovery of more than $215 million worth of stolen art and cultural property. Highlights include one of the original 14 copies of the Bill of Rights, a Rembrandt self-portrait, a 2,000-year-old pre-Columbian piece of body armor, five Norman Rockwell paintings, and a group of paintings, two by Spanish master Francisco Goya, from a private Madrid estate.  Wittman lectures in an effort to teach others how to avoid becoming victims of theft or fraud. He has given presentations before such organizations as the American Association of Museums and has also represented the United States at numerous international conferences. He serves as a member of the Department of State’s Cultural Antiquities Task Force in Washington.  In 2004, the Smithsonian Institution awarded Wittman the Robert Burke Memorial Award for Excellence in Cultural Property Protection at the National Conference on Cultural Property Protection.

Since its inception, the Art Crime Team has recovered more than 850 items of cultural property.  These include: 

Approximately 700 pre-Colombian artifacts. The objects recovered in Miami were the result of a sting operation in coordination with the Ecuadorian authorities. 

Three paintings by the German painter Heinrich Buerkel (1802-1869) stolen at the conclusion of World War II and consigned for sale at an auction house near Philadelphia in 2005. 

Rembrandt’s Self Portrait (1630) in a sting operation in Copenhagen carried out in cooperation with ICE and law enforcement agencies in Sweden and Denmark. The FBI had previously recovered Renoir’s The Young Parisian. Both paintings had been stolen from the Swedish National Museum in Stockholm in 2000. 

Approximately 100 paintings stolen from a Florida family’s art collection in a fine art storage facility. This collection included works by Picasso, Rothko, Matisse and others that were recovered from Chicago, New York and Tokyo. 

An extremely rare, experimental Springfield “Trapdoor” rifle to the Armory Museum in Springfield, Mass. It had been stolen from the Armory Museum in the 1970s. 

Native American ceremonial material and eagle feathers belonging to the Taos Pueblo. The items included a war bonnet and a “Butterfly Bustle.”  With the assistance of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the items were returned to the Taos Pueblo. 







 - more -

Four rare books stolen from Transylvania University in Lexington, Ky. Among the items recovered were rare pencil sketches by John James Audubon and a first edition of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of the Species. 

Eight cylinder seals taken from archaeological sites in Iraq. 

For additional information, please call 410-704-2787.   All events are free and open to the public.
Gallery hours for the Center for the Arts and Holtzman MFA Gallery are Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gallery hours for the Asian Arts & Culture Center are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 1-4 p.m.
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