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The Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science at Towson University presents The Science of Chocolate:  From the Trees to Your Stomach, Saturday, Feb. 9, at 10 a.m. in Smith Hall, Room 326 as part of The Saturday Morning Science Series directed by Dr. Donald Thomas.
Learn about the trials and tribulations of making chocolate, growing from the trees of the world’s tropical rainforests to the delicious treats that are part of our culture. Dr. James A. Saunders, Towson University’s director of Molecular Biology, Biochemistry and Bioinformatics will discuss and demonstrate the impact of chocolate on social and political cultures of producing countries as well as biological and physical problems faced in growing, processing and manufacturing chocolate.  Get your taste buds ready because samples will be given during the presentation.   We’ll also be making chocolate ice cream using liquid nitrogen at the conclusion of the presentation!  This series is free and open to the public. Students of all ages and their families are invited. Come early for doughnuts, juice and coffee!
- more -

In August 2007 Dr. Don Thomas was hired as the founding director of The Hackerman Academy at Towson University.    He joined NASA as a materials engineer working on the Space Shuttle Program and was selected to be a mission specialist astronaut in NASA’s 13th group of astronauts.  He is a veteran of four space shuttle mission and has logged more than 1,000 hours in space, completing nearly 700 orbits of the Earth and traveling nearly 20 million miles in the process.  

Admission is free.  For additional information, please call 410-704-3659 or email HackermanAcademy@towson.edu.  In June 2006 Willard Hackerman, president of Whiting-Turner Contracting Company made a $1 million gift to Towson University to establish the Willard Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science.  The goals of the Academy are to attract more students into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) majors and to prepare teachers who will be energized to teach in area schools in these much needed discipline areas.  Additionally this initiative will provide advanced training in math and science to existing teachers in the State of Maryland.
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