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Towson University

Celebrates Black History Month
February 2008


     Special Guest Lecture by Dr. Ben Carson

Towson University celebrates Black History Month with a monthlong program honoring African Americans.  Highlights include the National African American Read-In Day, two art exhibitions, a lecture by renowned Baltimore pediatric neurosurgeon, Dr. Ben Carson,  a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., celebration,  a Valentines Day dance and a multimedia theatre performance celebrating African American women.    All events are free and open to the public.
NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN READ-IN DAY

University Union Susquehanna Terrace

Monday, February 4, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Join over a million readers across the county in the 18th-annual National African American Read-In to celebrate African American writers and poets.  Sponsored by the Department of English and the African American Cultural Center in conjunction with the Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).

Admission is free.

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN DEFENSE OF AMERICA

2008 Black History Month

University Union Room 317

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 4 – 6 p.m.

This memorabilia exhibition documents the heroic contributions of black soldiers to American military history on the eve of the 60th anniversary of Executive Order 9981, signed by 1948 by President Harry S. Truman to end all segregation in the United States armed forces.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

- more -

DR. BEN CARSON

University Union Potomac Lounge

Thursday, February 7, 8 p.m.

Celebrates Black History Month with a lecture featuring famous Baltimore pediatric neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Carson.  Listen to his inspiration journey from inner city Detroit to Yale Medical School and beyond.

Admission is free.

HI DE HO ZOOT SUITER FROM BALTIMORE

Asian Arts Gallery

Friday, February 1 – Friday, February 29

Opening Reception:  Thursday, February 7, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. – African American Cultural Center, 



           University Union, Room 317

An exhibition of paintings, photographs and memorabilia celebrating the life of the world-renowned entertainer Cab Calloway on the 100th year of his birth.  The exhibition highlights the early influences in Baltimore which shaped a career in music, film, TV, radio fashion and the legitimate stage.  Original paintings by Baltimore artist Nathaniel Gibbs depict early black Baltimore.  The exhibition is sponsored by the Black-Jewish Forum of Baltimore (BIEWS), highlights the influence of Yiddish music on the Galloway musical offerings.  

Admission is free.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION

2008 Black History Month

University Union Potomac Lounge

Tuesday, February 12, 6 p.m.

Celebrate the life and time of Dr. King through music, song and dance.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

LOVE IS BEAUTIFUL VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE

2008 Black History Month

Thursday, February 14, 8 p.m.- 12 a.m.

Not sure how to spend your Valentines Day?  Bring your partner, or prepare to meet someone new, for a rock-your-socks event filled with food, fun and dancing.  Sponsored by Towson University’s Center for Student Diversity.

Admission is free.

THE SPIRIT OF A WOMAN

2008 Black History Month

Center for the Arts Ruth Marder Theatre

Thursday, February 21, 7 p.m.

Celebrate the achievements of some of the most remarkable women in history.  This multimedia performance tells the story of the contributions of African American women who devoted their lives to help others in the areas of social reform, women’s rights, education, the arts and athletics.  Sponsored by Towson University’s African American Cultural Center and Housing and Residence Life.

Admission is free.

- more -
To recall and celebrate the positive contributions to our nation made by people of African descent, American historian Carter G. Woodson established Black History Week. The first celebration occurred on Feb. 12, 1926. For many years, the second week of February was set aside for this celebration to coincide with the birthdays of Black abolitionist/editor Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. In 1976, as part of the nation’s bicentennial, the week was expanded into Black History Month.

For additional information, please call 410-704-2787.   All events are free and open to the public.  Gallery hours for the Asian Arts & Culture Center are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 1-4 p.m. For additional information, please call 410-704-2807 or visit www.towson.edu/asianarts.
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