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The Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science at 

Towson University

 Presents

The Saturday Morning Science Series

Ask An Astronaut:

Everything You Always Wanted 

to Know About Being in Space

Dr. Don Thomas Former NASA Astronaut

The Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science at Towson University presents Ask An Astronaut: Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Being in Space, Saturday, Feb. 23, at 10 a.m. and noon in Smith Hall, Room 326 as part of The Saturday Morning Science Series directed by Dr. Donald Thomas.

For the astronauts in space the biggest difference from being on earth is the zero-gravity environment. Everything floats! This one difference makes living in space much more complicated for the astronauts but also makes it a much more fun place to live and work. Learn how our space travelers eat, sleep, exercise, brush their teeth, wash their hair and use the toilet, all without gravity! Learn how we take advantage of the weightlessness in space to perform some unique science experiments. After the presentation you will have the opportunity to ask any questions you would like about being in space: Have you seen any aliens out there? How does it feel when you come back to Earth? Were you scared? What’s your favorite food in space? This series is free and open to the public. Students of all ages and their families are invited. Come early for doughnuts, juice and coffee!

In August 2007 Dr. Don Thomas was hired as the founding director of The Hackerman Academy at Towson University. He joined NASA as a materials engineer working on the Space Shuttle Program and was selected to be a mission specialist astronaut in NASA’s 13th group of astronauts.  He is a veteran of four space shuttle missions and has logged more than 1,000 hours in space, completing nearly 700 orbits of the Earth and traveling nearly 20 million miles in the process.  
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Admission is free.  For additional information, please call 410-704-3659 or email HackermanAcademy@towson.edu.  In June 2006 Willard Hackerman, president of Whiting-Turner Contracting Company made a $1 million gift to Towson University to establish the Willard Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science.  The goals of the Academy are to attract more students into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) majors and to prepare teachers who will be energized to teach in area schools in these much needed discipline areas.  Additionally this initiative will provide advanced training in math and science to existing teachers in the State of Maryland.

