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      Towson University’s

      Asian Arts & Culture Center


  Presents 


Ancient Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands



From the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation

And
Contemporary Paintings of Mongolia

Towson University’s Asian Arts & Culture Center presents Ancient Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands from the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation and Contemporary Paintings of Mongolia in the Asian Arts Gallery in the Center for the Arts located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives,  from Saturday, Feb. 9 through Friday, March 28 with a curator’s talk  Saturday, Feb. 9 from 2 – 3 p.m. followed by an opening reception from 3 - 5 p.m.    The exhibition, curator’s talk and opening reception are free and open to the public.
This exhibition is organized by the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation, New York and curated by Trudy S. Kawami, Ph.D., the foundation’s director of research.   Kawami received her Ph.D. in art history and archaeology from Columbia University, specializing in the art of ancient Western Asia. 

- more -
Ancient Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands provides a glimpse into the complex cultures that flourished across the Asian grasslands from Northern China and Mongolia into Eastern Europe. The exhibits illustrates the role of the steppe peoples in facilitating trade and travel along the Silk Route across Asia which extended to ancient Greece and Rome. The nomadic peoples introduced horses to Western Europe. They created jewelry, bronze belt buckles, shaman’s ornaments, plaques, tools, funerary pieces, weapons and findings for their horse equipment. The 80 bronzes in the exhibition were found in regions stretching from present day Mongolia to Kazakhstan.  Richly decorated with animal motifs, they reflect trading, hunting and religious lifestyles of nomadic peoples.
After traveling to museums in Greece, Czech Republic, Germany, Poland, Italy and Canada,  the exhibit has also been seen in numerous university galleries in the United States. A collection of contemporary artwork from Mongolia, made possible by the Embassy of Mongolia, organized by “GOO-ERTUNTS” Society of Mongolia and by the Mongolian Artist, Ganna, will also be on view to complement the ancient bronzes. Mongolian contemporary art is influenced by ancient nomadic traditions, Tibetan Buddhism and Western realism and expressionism.
Jointly on display is the Contemporary Paintings of Mongolia, a collection of contemporary artwork comprised of paintings and masks from Mongolia made possible by the Embassy of Mongolia and the artist, GanNa.  Mongolian contemporary art is influenced by ancient nomadic traditions, Tibetan Buddhism and Western realism and expressionism.

This exhibition was organized by the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation, New York and curated by Trudy S. Kawami, Ph.D. This program is supported in part by McCormick & Co.; the Baltimore County Commission on Arts & Sciences and a grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where the arts thrive and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.

Gallery hours for the Asian Arts & Culture Center are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 1-4 p.m. For additional information, please call 410-704-2807 or visit www.towson.edu/asianarts.
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