For immediate release:         March 14, 2008
Media contact (not for publication):    Sedonia M. Martin

410-704-6055

smartin@towson.edu
Box Office for Information (for publication):               410-704-2787

The Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science at 
Towson University





Presents






The Saturday Morning Science Series

             Spiders on the Planet Mercury:  

              Recent Results from the Messenger Spacecraft



              Dr. Ralph McNutt, Applied Physics Laboratory, Johns Hopkins University
The Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science at Towson University presents Spiders on the Planet Mercury: Recent Results from the Messenger Spacecraft Saturday, April 5 at 10 a.m. and noon in Smith Hall, Room 326 as part of The Saturday Morning Science Series with Dr. Ralph McNutt, Applied Physics Laboratory, Johns Hopkins University and Dr. Donald Thomas.
On January 14, 2008, NASA’s Messenger spacecraft passed within 150 miles of the planet Mercury’s surface. During this encounter the spacecraft performed extensive scientific observations including imaging a large portion of Mercury’s surface that had never been seen before. Come hear about the latest results from this exciting mission including spectacular photographs of “The Spider”. This 25 mile-wide crater in the middle of one of Mercury’s impact basins surrounded by 50 troughs, seemingly radiating from the crater giving it the appearance of a huge spider. Dr. Ralph McNutt, the project scientist for the Messenger mission to Mercury, has been working on this program for many years and will share his insights into one of NASA’s latest exploration missions.
This series is free and open to the public. Students of all ages and their families are invited. Come early for doughnuts, juice and coffee!
- more -

Dr. 
Dr. Ralph L. McNutt, Jr. is the chief scientist in the space department at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory.  As project scientist for the Messenger mission, he serves as the principal investigator’s “right-hand man” in making sure that the spacecraft, mission design and experiment plan answer all six of the major science questions the project will investigate at the innermost planet.  He will participate in analysis of Mercury’s surface composition using data from Messenger’s X-Ray Spectrometer and Gamma-Ray and Neutron Spectrometer instruments.   McNutt is also a co-investigator on NASA’s New Horizons (Pluto-Kulper Belt) mission, a team member of the Cassini Lon Neutral Mass Spectrometer investigation and a science team member of two Voyager investigations.  He has been involved in a range of space physics research projects and mission studies, including studies of the magnetospheres of the outer planets. The interaction of the solar wind and the interstellar medium, solar neutrinos, and solar probe and interstellar probe missions for the future.

In August 2007 Dr. Don Thomas was hired as the founding director of The Hackerman Academy at Towson University.    He joined NASA as a materials engineer working on the Space Shuttle Program and was selected to be a mission specialist astronaut in NASA’s 13th group of astronauts.  He is a veteran of four space shuttle missions and has logged more than 1,000 hours in space, completing nearly 700 orbits of the Earth and traveling nearly 20 million miles in the process.  
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Admission is free.  For additional information, please call 410-704-3659 or email HackermanAcademy@towson.edu.  In June 2006 Willard Hackerman, president of Whiting-Turner Contracting Company made a $1 million gift to Towson University to establish the Willard Hackerman Academy of Mathematics and Science.  The goals of the Academy are to attract more students into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) majors and to prepare teachers who will be energized to teach in area schools in these much needed discipline areas.  Additionally this initiative will provide advanced training in math and science to existing teachers in the State of Maryland.
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