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Mugham Music at Towson University
Towson University presents master musician Jeffrey Werbock, chair person of the Mugham Society of America, who will perform and discuss Mugham, an ancient musical style attributed to the Azerbaijani people of the Caucasus mountains,  on Thursday, April 17 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the Loch Raven Room #0204 located in the University Union on the campus of Towson University.  A reception for Werbock will be held from 6 – 7 p.m. followed by a second performance at 7 p.m.   The event is free and open to the public.

Over the years, Mugham has served as a source of inspiration for nearly all other types of music, including western music including modern, classical, jazz, blues and rock.

Jeffrey Werbock considered a master of the kamancha, the traditional Azerbaijani stringed instrument played with a bow, is one of the few Western interpreters of the highly complex music of Azerbaijan. Known for his delicate and subtle performance, he has introduced audiences throughout the world to the un-metered, microtonal, improvised mugham musical tradition that is rarely heard. After beginning his music studies at the age of six, Werbock began composing at age 14. For more than twelve years he studied aurally in the traditional manner with Zevulon Avshalomov, acknowledged as one of the great 
- more -
masters of Azerbaijani music. 

Werbock has performed throughout the U.S., Europe and the Middle East, including appearances on Azerbaijani radio and television. In 2001, Werbock was awarded an honorary degree from the Azerbaijan National Conservatory of the State Academy of Music. In 2002, Werbock was chosen to serve as official host and presenter for the Azerbaijani portion of the Smithsonian Institute’s Silk Road Festival. A recognized expert on Azerbaijani mugham, Werbock lectures and performs widely. 

A delegation from Azerbaijan on a state department sponsored program will be visiting Towson University on Wednesday, April 16.   They will be meeting students, professors, and touring the campus. They are visiting to observe positive examples of political-civil society interaction, volunteerism and community involvement. 
The reception and performance are free and are sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts, Interdisciplinary Studies, and the Department of Geography & Environmental Planning.  For additional information, please call Jeremy N. Tasch at 410-704-2973.
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