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Maryland Center for Gifted and Talented Students
Performing and Digital Arts 
At 
Towson University
Towson University, Baltimore’s metropolitan campus, becomes the newest location for the Maryland Summer Center for Gifted and Talented Students, a program designed by the Maryland State Department of Education, in partnership with public and nonpublic agencies, provides Maryland’s diverse gifted and talented students with advance, rigorous, experiential learning opportunities that nurture these students’ talents and abilities with unique learning environments. 

Middle school students entering grades 6-8 have the opportunity to experience instruction by Towson University faculty while developing new skills and having fun.    Participants will enjoy the new and up-to-date facilities at Towson University’s Center for the Arts and the Media Center while participating in programs in the following areas:

Summer Music Institute - June 16-27 

Students will enjoy an extensive range of performance opportuni​ties as well as intensive training in solo works and collaborative experiences in ensembles, chamber music, duos, trios, etc. Pianists will also learn the art of accompaniment for choirs, singers and instrumentalists. Students will be trained in the art of collaboration and as soloists under the guidance and exper​tise of our distinguished faculty. At the Summer Music Institute, there are opportunities for you to meet and make music with other out​standing student musicians.

- more -
Triple Threat Musical Theatre Workshop - July 14-25

Talented students will develop skills exploring a variety of musical theatre dimensions including movement and choreography, vocal techniques, characterization, and stage deportment.  Students will work individually and collaboratively on a variety of musical theatre selections. The class will culminate in a public performance. 


Digital Film School - July 14-25

Students will experience an intensive and fun two weeks of Film School, full of hands-on experience shooting and editing digital video. In week 1, students learn how to shoot with digital video cameras, write and create scenes, and finish the week by editing their videos on the latest computer video editing software. During week 2, the students will be immersed in Digital Video Editing, with an emphasis on creating short projects entirely on the computer with images and sound. 
Digital Audio Production - July 14-25

Students interested in working with audio and sound for music, radio, movies and TV, audio dramas or stories have the opportunity to work in a recording studio.  Learn how to write short stories and scripts, use different microphones, how to record and edit, how to add audio special effects, and create a final project for CD, web or Podcast. 

On-Site Auditions and Interviews

Applicants are encouraged to audition/interview for more than one section, as space is limited in all.  On-site audition/interview dates are:


Summer Music Institute Auditions:



Sundays, April 6 and 27, – 1 - 4  p.m.


Sunday, June 1, – 1 – 4  p.m.

Musical Theatre and Digital Arts Auditions and Interviews:



Sunday, April 6 – 1 - 4 p.m.


Sunday, April 27, 9 a.m. - noon and 1 – 4 p.m.
All audition/interviews will take place in the Center for the Arts at Towson University, Towson Maryland 21252-0001.  Registration takes place on the second floor Atrium.  

- more -
Audition/Interview Requirements

Summer Music Institute
1)
Scale requirements:  Major and harmonic minor scales up to two sharps and two flats (except singers), 1 or 2 octaves (student’s choice) to be played from memory.  

2)
Solo work: Two contrasting selections from the standard repertoire for the solo instrument.  Pianist and singers must perform from memory.  Singers may select two songs taken from selections from musicals.  Solo music should demonstrate your current level of musical and technical development.  Please remember to bring two copies of your selected solo to the audition.
3)
Sight-reading:  Students will be asked to sight read a short excerpt provided by the faculty.  Singers may be asked to sight sing some vocal exercises.

4)
Vocalizing:  This is for placement in the Institute’s Concert Choir.  

Triple Threat Musical Theatre Workshop

1)
Come prepared to move.  Bring character or jazz shoes and clothes appropriate for movement. 

2)
32 bars of song from a recognized musical theatre show.  No movie musicals please. A pianist will be provided.  Please remember to bring two copies of your sheet music to the audition.

3)
Students may be asked to read a brief monologue which will be provided.  

Digital Film School & Digital Audio Production
Students will be interviewed and asked to discuss their experience and interests in media production.  Prior experience in either video or audio is not required, but students may bring samples of media projects that they have completed.  Bring a recently written 3-5 page story or script on a topic that could be developed further for a video or audio project.

Application Procedures

For application information and to begin the application process online, please visit:   

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/giftedtalented/centers
- more -
Paper applications are available in the Towson University Center for the Arts Office of the Dean.

Mail completed applications to:

Maryland Center for the Performing and Digital Arts

Office of the Dean   

College of Fine Arts & Communication

Towson University

Towson, MD 21252-0001

All programs include guest artists, workshops, performances/presentations, collaboration with other student artists and field trips. 
For more information, to view the electronic brochure and begin the application process, please visit:
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/giftedtalented/centers.  The deadline for applications is April 15.  Tuition is $400 per section with a materials fee of $30.  Limited scholarships are available.    The program is administered by Susan Rotkovitz, director, Maryland Summer Centers at Towson University and Steve Satta, site coordinator, Maryland Summer Centers at Towson University.
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