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Towson University 

Presents
The 5th Annual College of Liberal Arts 

Foreign Film Series

Towson University College of Liberal Arts presents the 5th Annual Foreign Film Series.  The film series is designed to introduce students and the Towson community to Chinese culture, history and society through four award-winning films produced in China from the late 1980s to the present.   The films include When Ruo Ma Was Seventeen Peacock, Shower and Raise The Red Lantern,.  These four films highlight the Chinese political upheavals and social changes and vividly showcase both local contexts and global connections to the Chinese cultural landscape yesterday and today.   The film series is organized and led by Dr. Ping Fu of the Department of Foreign Languages.  The film series is free and open to the public.
WHEN RUO MA WAS SEVENTEEN (Zhang Jiarui, director, 2002)

The 5th Annual College of Liberal Arts Foreign Film Series

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium


Wednesday, March 26, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

The seventeen-year-old Hani nation girl Ruoma had been brought up by her grandmother since her parents were swept by turbid. Ruoma sells roast corns and takes bamboo curtain from mountain to take care of her grandmother at small towns. Ruoma's girlfriend Luoxia tells her that the city building is so much taller than the mountains and that and elevator can reach the highest sky. Ruoma opens her surprised eyes when she hears Luoxia's story about the outside world and she has a dream to take an elevator in the city.   A young guy named Aming who comes from a big city is managing a photography shop at this small town showering her with attention and promises to take her to the city elevator when they 
- more -
earn enough money.  When Ming's money runs out and he decides to leave town, Ruoma announces—much to his surprise—she's going with him. The picturesque and exotic landscapes of southern China only add to the beauty of this sweet story. The film won a number of domestic awards and attended many international film festivals. 

Admission is free.

PEACOCK (Gu Changwei, director 2005)

The 5th Annual College of Liberal Arts Foreign Film Series

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium

Wednesday, April 2, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Peacock is directed by Gu Changwei and written by Li Qiang.  The story is set in the 1970s in a small town in China. A middle-aged couple has three children. The eldest son is obese and mentally challenged; therefore he is and outcast and teased by others. The second child is an outgoing and energetic daughter, who is not afraid of doing anything to pursue her dreams or to survive. The youngest child is a shy and quiet boy who is ashamed by his older brother and tries to break away from the misery in his family. Breaking into three sections focusing on each of these siblings, the film allows us to look into the lives of ordinary Chinese people of the 70s. 

Admission is free.

SHOWER (Zhang Yang, director, 1999)

The 5th Annual College of Liberal Arts Foreign Film Series

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium

Wednesday, April 9, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Shower is an award-winning 1999 Chinese drama /comedy film directed by Zhang Yang and starring Zhu Xu, Pu Cunxin and Jiang Wu.   Written by Zhang and a team of young scriptwriters, the film revolves around a family-run bathhouse in Beijing. An aged father and his younger mentally challenged son worked hard everyday to keep the bathhouse running for a motley group of regular customers. When his elder son, left years ago to seek fortunes in the southern city of Shenzhen, abruptly returned one day, it put the long-broken father-son ties under test again. Presented as a light-hearted comedy, Shower explores the value of family, friendship, and tradition against the backdrop of rapidly spreading globalization and commercialization in contemporary China. 

Admission is free.

RAISE THE RED LANTERN (Zhang Yimou, director, 1990)

The 5th Annual College of Liberal Arts Foreign Film Series

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium
Wednesday, April 16, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

This is an award-winning 1991 Chinese-Hong Kong-Taiwan film, directed by Zhang Yimou and starring Gong Li. It is an adaptation by Ni Zhen of the 1990 novel Wives and Concubines by Su Tong. The film tells the story of a young woman who becomes one of the concubines of a wealthy man during the Warlord Era in1920s China.

Admission is free.

For additional information, please contact Dr. Ping Fu at pfu@towson.edu or call 410-704-5371.  The screening will take place in the Van Bokkelen Hall auditorium.  
###
