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Towson University Dance Company 

Presents 

A Winter’s Rejoicing

 

Dances Celebrating the Season

The Towson University Dance Company presents A Winter’s Rejoicing, Friday, November 16 and Saturday, November 17 at 8 p.m., and Friday, November 30 and December 1 at 8 p.m. and a matinee performance on Sunday, December 2, at 2 p.m. in the Stephens Hall Theater, located at 8000 York Road.  The concert includes works celebrating the season with a collection of dance styles from ballet to modern including How They Got There, choreography by Susan Leslie Mann;  Land Flat, choreography by guest choreographer Chris Elam;  Rainbow Etude choreography by Linda-Denise Fisher-Harrell;  Todo Cambia,   choreography by  Dr. Susan Haigler-Robles;  and Bells and Dance of the Tin Soldiers choreography by Keith Thomas.    Guest performers include the Modern Dance Repertoire, the Ballet Repertoire, The Towson University Dance Company and the Children’s Dance Division.   
The program features members of the Towson University Dance Company under the direction of artistic director Catherine Horta-Hayden.  Technical direction by Paul Shapanus and costumes by Kendra Shapanus.   The Towson University Dance Company has performed in Russia at the Leningrad State Conservatory with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and the Towson University Orchestra and was featured with the Towson University Jazz Ensemble in a nationally televised performance.  Members of the company include Rachel Maragoudakis, Hailley Schwartz, Ashley Hulek, Kendra Smith, Jeanna Riscigno, Susanna Creed, Amy Scaringe, Stephanie Stanley, Elizabeth Terschuur, Tracy Ferenc, Katy Dolan and Mattie Fenton.

- more -
Catherine Horta-Hayden currently serves as the assistant provost for academic affairs at Towson University.  She has served as artistic director of the Towson University Dance Company and is an associate professor of dance at Towson University, where she teaches the advanced and intermediate ballet, modern classes and ballet repertory. She has performed leading roles in ballets such as The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Paquita, Don Quixote, Giselle and many others.  She has taught and choreographed for Ballet Etudes of South Florida, Martha Mahr School of Ballet, Florida International University and Florida State University. 

Linda-Denise Fisher-Harrell was once the principal dancer of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater.   During her 13-year tenure at Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, she was featured in works by Alvin Ailey, Robert Battle, Talley Beatty, Ron K. Brown, John Butler, Donald Byrd, Ulysses Dove, George Faison, Rennie Harris, Geoffrey Holder, Judith Jamison, Louis Johnson, Alonzo King, Donald McKayle, Elisa Monte, Jennifer Muller, David Parsons and Dwight Rhoden.   Native Baltimorean Fisher-Harrell studied and performed at the Baltimore School for the Arts, the Capitol Ballet in Washington, D.C., The Alvin Ailey School, The Julliard School and the Hubbard Street Dance Chicago.  The daughter of blind parents,  Fisher-Harrell has danced in the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia, South Africa and South America.  In addition to performing, she has also taught company ballet classes as well as master classes and workshops to adults and children of all ages around the world. Fisher-Harrell has received numerous awards including first place in the National ACTSO Competition sponsored by the NAACP.  She was a finalist in the Arts Recognition and Talent Search in Miami, Fla., and has received four Individual Artists citations from the state of Maryland.  Some of her special performances include:  The White House State Dinner for the president of Kenya (Mwai Kibaki); the 12th Annual Kennedy Center Gala with Nancy Wilson and Liza Minelli; The World Stars of the Opera International Ballet Gala in Budapest, Hungary; the Stars of the 21st Century in Paris and Toronto and the Black Dance Celebration in Genoa, Italy.

Keith Thomas, choreographer, is a graduate of the Baltimore School for the Arts.  After graduating, Thomas joined the Dance Theater of Harlem and became a Principal Dancer.  He then went on to do several Broadway productions including Porgy and Bess, Black ‘n Blue, Sophisticated Ladies, The Red Shoes, Swing, Ragtime and The Producers.    Thomas can also be seen in the motion pictures Malcolm X, Stompin’ at the Savoy and The Producers.    Thomas has taught master classes internationally and is an instructor at Towson University. 

- more -

Susan Mann performed with professional companies, including the Hartford Chamber Ballet, Das Bonner Ballet and the Sharir Dance Company before receiving her M.F.A.   She is the recipient of Maryland State Arts Council Awards for Solo Dance Performance and Choreography, and she has created more than 20 works in four different genres,  ballet, modern, dance for the camera and aerial dance since joining the dance faculty at Towson University.  Her areas of expertise include the teaching and presentation of ballet, repertory and composition, and she has been responsible for developing and team-teaching the Dance for the Camera course cross listed in both Electronic Media and Film and Dance.
Chris Elam, artistic director and choreographer, graduated from Brown University and received his M.F.A. in dance from New York University Tisch School.  He has been on faculty at Brown University and The State Conservatory for the Arts in Turkey, and a guest choreographer at numerous universities.   Elam spent seven months with a Topeng dance master in Indonesia, training and performing in temple ceremonies as well as teaching in Turkey and Cuba choreographing on DanzAbierta, a national dance company of Cuba presented at the National Theater and televised in 40 countries.   Elam performed in Ireland on a European Cultural City Commission, which led to a commission in Holland in  for with the interactive technology group Blue Noise Dept. 

Donald McKayle has been named by the Dance Heritage Coalition "one of America’s Irreplaceable Dance Treasures: the first 100." He has choreographed more than 70 works for dance companies in the United States, Canada, Israel, Europe and South America.   His works have been performed by The Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble, Ballet San Jose Silicon Valley, the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, and the Lula Washington Dance Theatre.   He is artistic mentor for the Limón Dance Company.   McKayle was honored at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., and presented with a medal as a Master of African American Choreography. He is the recipient of five Tony award nominations for his choreography for Broadway musical theater.   He was honored with an Outer Critics Circle Award and the NAACP Image Award.    He received an Emmy nomination for the TV special, Free To Be You and Me.   His work for film includes Disney’s Bedknobs and Broomsticks, The Great White Hope and The Jazz Singer.   In addition he is the recipient of numerous awards in performance and education.  McKayle has served on the faculties of numerous international forums and national institutions including the Juilliard School, Bennington College, Bard College, Sarah Lawrence College, the American Dance Festival, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival and was dean of the School of Dance at the California Institute of the Arts. 
- more -
Susan Haigler-Robles chairs the Department of Dance at Towson University.  She received her M.F.A. and Ed.D. degrees from Temple University in Philadelphia where she performed with German Expressionist Company, ZeroMoving Dance Company.   She has served as a freelance choreographer and dancer teaching for University of Maryland, College Park and as an assistant professor of dance at Texas Christian University overseeing their M.F.A degree program.   She has choreographed and taught in New York, Mexico, Germany and Italy.  She chaired the dance department of Columbia College, South Carolina and received the South Carolina Dance Association Advocacy Award.  She is an active site-visitor and consultant for the National Association of Schools of Dance (NASD) accreditation agency which offers peer review assessment based on the national standards for professional and higher education institutions across the United States. 

For tickets, please call the Center for the Arts Box Office at  410-704-2787.  Tickets are $5 to $10 and are available at the Center for the Arts Box Office located at the corner of Osler and Cross Campus drives on the campus of Towson University and on the Web at centerforthearts.towson.edu.   Box Office hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and one hour prior to events.      
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