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Bound Martin Luther King, Jr. MS md.us. The Web site also includes information
Laurel HS on every Maryland college and links to
Garrett County Public  Northern Garrett MS additional information.
School System Southern Garrett MS - FAFSA on the Web: www.fafsa.ed.gov/
Northern Garrett HS This form can be completed online or the
Southern Garrett HS forms can be printed from the Internet.
- ) - Federal Student Financial Aid Information
Prln(_:e George'sCounty  G. Qardper Shugart MS Center 1-800-4FED-AID: see also
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AR UP Scholarships

PLAN TO APPLY!

GEAR UP scholarships may help pay for your
child’s college education. If your child
participated in GEAR UP activities, he or she may
be eligible for GEAR UP scholarship funds. The
GEAR UP scholarship money will supplement
financial assistance your child receives from the
three main sources of student aid—the federal
government, the state government, and the
college.

A portion of the federal GEAR UP state grant to
Maryland has been reserved for scholarships for
students who participate in GEAR UP activities. It
is anticipated that $3 million will be available for
scholarships to supplement the financial aid
packages of those students who attend college.

Application forms will be available from the
Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC)
during students’ senior
year of high school in
2006. By March 1, 2006,
students should apply
for the GEAR UP

§ scholarship and file a
Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). Priority
consideration will be
given tostudents who file their FAFSA by March 1.

Calculation of GEAR UP Scholarship

The GEAR UP scholarship is calculated and
awarded after other financial assistance has
been awarded, including:

Pell Grant;

Maryland State aid (e.g., the Guaranteed
Access Grant, the Educational
Assistance Grant, Distinguished Schol-
ars, etc.);

Institutional assistance; and

Any private scholarships or grants.

The scholarship is awarded before federal
Work Study and student loans. The sum of
all financial awards cannot exceed the col-
lege’s cost of attendance (that is, tuition,
books, room and board, and other items as
defined by the college or university).

A student’s GEAR UP scholarship award
amount will be determined
after his or her college or
university financial aid
package has been
completed. The amount of
the award will depend on
several factors, including
the following:

1) How many students apply each year of
the six years for which the money is
available (2006-2012);

2) The student’s financial need and the total
financial need of all eligible applicants;

3) How much money remains in the
scholarship fund; and

4) Other factors, such as changestothe
federal guidelines.

Renewal

Students apply to MHEC each year to
renew the award. Students may receive an
award up to four years for full-time
attendance and up to six years for part-time
attendance, as long as the student maintains
satisfactory academic progress.

Student Eligibility

To be eligible for a GEAR UP
scholarship, a student must:

Have participated in GEAR UP at
least one year (6th-12th grades)
through one of the state grant
GEAR UP sites and the sites’
participating schools;

Be a Maryland resident or the
dependent of parents who are
Maryland residents;

Be less than 22 years of age at the
time of the first scholarship
award,;

Receive a high school diploma or
its recognized equivalent;

Be enrolled or accepted for
enrollment full-time or part-time
in an undergraduate institution of
higher education that awards
associate and/or baccalaureate
degrees; and

File a FAFSA and a Maryland
GEAR UP scholarship
application.
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The Commission reserves the right to amend these guidelines.
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