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The Windows Sidebar

A new feature on the Desktop in Windows Vista is the The Windows Sidebar

Windows Sidebar. The Windows Sidebar is used to display 1.
mini-applications called Gadgets.

Display and configure the Windows Sidebar: Windows Gadgets

The Sidebar appears on the right-hand side of the Windows
desktop by default (Figure 1).

1. Click Start.

ukwnN =

Click Control Panel.
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Add Gadgets

Find Additional Gadgets
Change Gadget Settings
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Add or remove
styles from the
Quick Styles
gallery

Click Appearance And Personalization.

Click Windows Sidebar Properties.
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In the Windows Sidebar Properties dialog box, click
Sidebar When Windows Starts (Figure 2, 1).
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How do I customize Windows Sidebar?
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Windows Gadgets

Gadgets are very lightweight applications that do specific tasks or display specific information in a
very small button like window. Some examples of Gadgets include a clock, a calculator and an RSS
feed viewer. Some gadgets will display additional information when you open them by draggmg
them to another part of the desktop.

Add gadgets to the Windows Sidebar : Oa
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1. Click the = button at the top of the sidebar. (Figure 3, 1). i“;’fesrfrr:::‘t’r‘;:
)

Quick Styles

2. In the Add Gadgets dialog box, (Figure 4), double-click each of the gadgets ghltery

you want to add to the sidebar.

0 The gadgets pictured in Figure 4 may not be the same as the ones appearing
in your Add Gadgets dialog box.

3. To find out details about the purpose of a gadget, click the gadget to select it.

4. Click the Show Details dropdown arrow (Figure 4, 1). Figure 3

5. When you have finished adding gadgets, click the Close (Figure 4, 2) button.
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Find additional gadgets online :

There are hundreds of gadgets available online and those gadgets maybe downloaded easily to your
computer. Exercise caution and common sense when downloading gadgets and download only those
gadgets that have been produced by a trusted source, like Microsoft.

1. Click Get More Gadgets Online (Figure 4, 2). The sidebar launches the Microsoft Gadgets site
(http://microsoftgadgets.com/), where you can download custom gadgets or find instruction on
how to build your own gadgets. Figure 5 is a segment of the microsoftgadgets.com site.

Browse 4 Top downloads
. 2. Select the desired

. " WeatherBug 3
cosariiias Downloads: 1387835 = gadget by scrolling

Fun and games AT B} through the list or,

' Free / Iternatively, expan
Mail and IM alternat ehyi:)e Dili dt
your search by selecting

Multimedia from the list of
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- 3. Click the Download

Safety and secunity button on the desired

Search tools Digital Clock gadget (Figure 5, 2).
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Figure 5 added to your sidebar.

5. If you click OK, a File Download
window will appear asking if
you want to Open or Save

"-I Signed by: WeatherBug this file? Click Save.

Windows Internet Explorer (=3

Only install applications frem developers you trust, This is a third-party 6. Another dialog box will appear
application, and it could access your computer's files, show yeu for you to save the gadget to
chjecticnable content, or change its behavier at any time. .

your computer. Click Save. The
download will begin.

| ok || conc

Figure 6

File Download ==
7. Click Open, when prompted. Do you want to open or save this file?

8. Click Install, when prompted. The gadget @ MNams: WeatherBug.Gadget
is added to your sidebar. Type: Windows Gadget, SL5KE
From: download.gallery.start.com

Open l[ Save l[ Cancel ]

Always ask before opening this type of file

ham your computer. f you do not trust the source, do not open ar

I@ While files from the Intemet can be useful, some files can potentially
save this file. What = the rsk?
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Change the settings on a gadget:
Gadgets may have various settings that can be adjusted.

1. Click the settings button (Figure 7, 1) to display the settings dia-
log box for that gadget.

2. Make your selections in the Settings dialog box.

3. Click OK to apply the new settings to the gadget.

Figure 7

Detach gadgets from the sidebar

You may detach a gadget from the sidebar and position it elsewhere on the desktop.

1. Drag the gadget to pull it from the sidebar and position it on the desktop.

Attach gadgets to the sidebar

1. Right-click the gadget and select Attach To Sidebar.

Remove gadoets

1. Right-click the gadget and select Close Gadget. Alternatively, click the Close button
(Figure 7, 2).




