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The Windows Sidebar  
A new feature on the Desktop in Windows Vista is the  
Windows Sidebar.  The Windows Sidebar is used to display  
mini-applications called Gadgets.   

Display and configure the Windows Sidebar:  

The Sidebar appears on the right-hand side of the Windows  
desktop by default (Figure 1). 

1. Click Start. 

2. Click Control Panel. 

Ensure that the Control Panel view you are  

displaying is Control Panel Home not the Classic View. 

3. Click Appearance And Personalization. 

4. Click Windows Sidebar Properties. 

5. In the Windows Sidebar Properties dialog box, click the checkbox for Start  
      Sidebar When Windows Starts (Figure 2, 1). 

6. Optionally, specify whether the sidebar appears on top of other  
      windows, whether the sidebar should start when Windows starts, and  
      whether the  
      sidebar  

      appears on  
      the left or  
      right side of the   

      desktop by   
      clicking the  
      corresponding 

      checkboxes  
      (Figure 2, 2). 

7. Click OK. The  

      sidebar appears  
      the next time  
      you log on. 

 

Figure 1  
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Windows Gadgets  
 

Gadgets are very lightweight applications that do specific tasks or display specific information in a 
very small button like window.  Some examples of Gadgets include a clock, a calculator and an RSS 

feed viewer.  Some gadgets will display additional information when you open them by dragging 
them to another part of the desktop. 

 

Add gadgets to the Windows Sidebar : 

1. Click the + button at the top of the sidebar. (Figure 3, 1). 

2. In the Add Gadgets dialog box, (Figure 4), double-click each of the gadgets 

you want to add to the sidebar.   

The gadgets pictured in Figure 4 may not be the same as the ones appearing 

in your Add Gadgets dialog box. 

3. To find out details about the purpose of a gadget, click the gadget to select it. 

4. Click the Show Details dropdown arrow (Figure 4, 1). 

5. When you have finished adding gadgets, click the Close (Figure 4, 2) button. 
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Find additional gadgets online : 

There are hundreds of gadgets available online and those gadgets maybe downloaded easily to your 

computer. Exercise caution and common sense when downloading gadgets and download only those 

gadgets that have been produced by a trusted source, like Microsoft. 

1. Click Get More Gadgets Online (Figure 4, 2). The sidebar launches the Microsoft Gadgets site 
(http://microsoftgadgets.com/), where you can download custom gadgets or find instruction on 

how to build your own gadgets. Figure 5 is a segment of the microsoftgadgets.com site. 

 

2. Select the desired  
      gadget by scrolling  
      through the list or,  
      alternatively, expand  

      your search by selecting  
      from the list of  
      categories  

      (Figure 5, 1). 

3. Click the Download  

      button on the desired  
      gadget (Figure 5, 2).  
      A caution message will  

      be displayed (Figure  
      6). 

4. If you trust the gadget  

      as being harmless, click  
      OK. If you are not sure,  
      click Cancel and the  

      gadget will not be  
      added to your sidebar. 

5. If you click OK, a File Download  
      window will appear asking if  
      you want to Open or Save  
      this file? Click Save. 

6. Another dialog box will appear  
      for you to save the gadget to  

      your computer. Click Save. The  
      download will begin. 

 

 

 

7. Click Open, when prompted. 

8. Click Install, when prompted. The gadget 
is added to your sidebar. 

 

Figure 5  
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Change the settings on a gadget:  

Gadgets may have various settings that can be adjusted.  

1. Click the settings button (Figure 7, 1) to display the settings dia-
log box for that gadget. 

2. Make your selections in the Settings dialog box. 

3. Click OK to apply the new settings to the gadget. 

 

Detach gadgets from the sidebar : 

You may detach a gadget from the sidebar and position it elsewhere on the desktop. 

1. Drag the gadget to pull it from the sidebar and position it on the desktop. 

 

Attach gadgets to the sidebar : 

1. Right-click the gadget and select Attach To Sidebar. 

 

Remove gadgets : 

1. Right-click the gadget and select Close Gadget. Alternatively, click the Close button  
(Figure 7, 2). 

Figure 7  
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