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It is vital to any presenter using PowerPoint to know how to navigate a slide show prior to giving the
presentation to an audience. The following list offers several ways to navigate a slide show. They
are listed in order of importance.

To Perform this Action:

Do the Following:

Start the Slide Show from the
First Slide (beginning)

On the Ribbon, select the Slide Show tab, then click the From
Beginning button (or press F5 on the keyboard).

Start the Slide Show from the
Current Slide

On the Ribbon, select the Slide Show tab, then click the From
Current Slide button (or press Shft+F5 on the keyboard).

Display the Next Slide

Many options: Left-click the mouse, or press Enter; spacebar;
right arrow; down arrow; or Page Down key on the keyboard.

Display the Previous Slide

Many options: Press backspace; left arrow; up arrow; or Page
Up key on the keyboard.

End the Slide Show

Press Esc on the keyboard.

To move to a specific slide
during the Slide Show

Type the slide number, e.g. 5, and press Enter on the keyboard
OR Right-click the slide show, select Go to Slide > “Slide Name”.

Return to Slide 1

Press the Home key on the keyboard.

Display the Slide Show
shortcut menu

Right-click anywhere on the slide during the slide show, then click
the desired command.

Unhide/Display a hidden slide

Display the slide that immediately precedes the hidden slide, then
press H on the keyboard.

Make the entire screen black

Press B on the keyboard. Press B again to turn off.

Make the entire screen white

Press W on the keyboard. Press W again to turn off.

Change your mouse pointer
to a pen for annotation

Press Ctrl+P on the keyboard.

Erase your pen annotations

Press Ctrl+E on the keyboard.

Change your pen back to the
mouse pointer

Press Ctrl+A on the keyboard.

Hide your mouse pointer and
PowerPoint button

Press Ctrl+H on the keyboard.

Unhide your mouse pointer
and PowerPoint button

Press Ctrl+U on the keyboard.
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