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YouTube Overview 
YouTube is a free video sharing website where users can view, upload 

and share video clips (Note: some videos are only available to  

users 18 or older).  Unregistered users can watch most videos 

on YouTube, while registered users are permitted to upload an 

unlimited number of videos.  Video files can be up to 10 minutes 

in length and 100 megabytes in size.  

System Requirements  

You will need a browser such as Microsoft Internet Explorer or 

Mozilla Firefox and a Broadband Connection to the internet. 

Access youTube 
To access the YouTube webpage, click the Address Bar in your Internet browser and type in  

http://www.youtube.com and press the Enter key. 

Login or Create a New Account 
Once on the YouTube homepage, click the Sign Up link in the upper-right corner of the page.  The 

Member Login / Create Your YouTube Account page displays (Figure 1): 
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Already Have An Account?  

If you already have a YouTube account, enter your username and password into the boxes on the left 

side of the page (Figure 1, 1). 

Creating a New Account?  

1. To create a new account, you will need to fill out the information contained in the blue box on the 

right side of the page (Figure 1, 2).  Click the Sign Up button when finished. 

2. Once the new account form has been completed, a confirmation email will be sent to the email 

address that was entered into the form. 

3. Open the e-mail from YouTube.  Within the body of this email, you are be prompted to confirm 

your email address.  Click this link, and it will direct you to YouTube, stating that your email 

has been confirmed. 

Note: If you do not see the YouTube message in your email Inbox within a few minutes, 

check your email Spam folder to make sure the message did not get filtered out.  

4. On the YouTube homepage, the username you created will be located in the upper-right corner in      

bold, underlined letters saying ñHello Username.ò 

About YouTube File Types 
YouTube supports video files from most digital cameras, camcorders, and cell phones in the .WMV, 

.AVI, .MOV, and .MPG file formats.  YouTube is designed to host and share videos and does not  

accept files such as MP3 (music), JPEG (pictures), and flash files that don't contain a video stream.  

 Uploading a Video 
To get your desired video to show YouTube, it must first be uploaded to the YouTube server.   

1. On the YouTube homepage, click the My Account link in the upper-right corner.  The link will 

bring you to the ñMy Accountò page (Figure 2). 

2. Under the Videos heading, click the button labeled Upload New Video (Figure 2, 1).   

Figure 2  
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3. The Upload New Video screen opens (Figure 3): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Input the information for the video, such as the Title and Description into the boxes provided.   

Note: There are many options available, please select the options that best suit your video. 

5. Once you are finished, click on the Upload a videoé button, which will take you to the Video 

Upload page.  The only form on this page will allow you to browse your hard drive for the video 

you wish to upload.   

Note: Videos can be a maximum of 10 minutes in length and no larger than 100 megabytes 

in size.  Expect the upload to take about 1-5 minutes per megabyte being uploaded. 

6. Click the Browse button to locate the desired video file. Once selected, click the Upload Video 

button and the browser will show the progress and time remaining.  Once it has finished, you will 

be taken to the My Videos page where you will be able to manage all of the videos that have 

been uploaded onto the account, including the most recently uploaded video. 

Note: It takes around 24 hours for YouTube to verify the video and check it for  

inappropriate material, so the video will not show up right away. 

About Copyright 
For information about copyright infringement, please visit the OTS/CIAT collection of copyright  

resources:  http://wwwnew.towson.edu/adminfinance/ots/ciat/WhatisCopyright.asp or the YouTube 

Help Center: http://www.youtube.com/t/howto_copyright. 
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